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"F*HIS bcing the ſecond Part of a Book, F 
' A which-containeth three Subjefts, which . Þ 
1s parted; that all.might the better attain tothe Þ 
knowledge of the things therein contained, the 
which, in this day, is of the greateſt moment 
in-the World. The other Part more fully ex- 


plains the meaning of-St. Paul, where he ſpeaks 
of willing and running ; and therein alſo is the 
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Faith of Abraham fully explained. 


TTes atv tutisement- Felony nobto Hs | 
book, fat-was misþlacs) Cs His Jrocrn FOU. | 
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4 2 - him, as to render his fincere Obedi-"- 


| 


fi + to him for his" Juſtification: This” | 


F zeerning the Churches at their firſt Recenti 


| 18s. T4 ; juſtified freely by h1s grace through the Res. 
| ſet forth to be a propitiation through faith in" bb, {2 


Chap. L - 

[Thi is to prove when, Sad at what ; 
time the Believer us juſtified My. 
© Faith, without the deeds x; the 
. Lao. 


HAT it.is at the Believer” J firſt RE _ 
ſignation of himſelf-to Chrift, in-4* © 
willingneſs to take his Yoke upon | ® 7 


> to him ;: then is Chriſt's: Righteouſneſs 4 


| uk; according to what 'St. Paul faith CON © 


hey being brought out of ſin, darkneſs, and - 
errour : Therefore he ſaith of them, Rom. 3-248: 


| demption that is in Feſus Chrift, whom God hath 


blood, to declare his Riehteonfurſs For the remiſ- 
| fon of fins that are paſt. In theſe words he _ 
fully ſhews it was their-ſins which were com- 
rr before converfion, which . upon their 
converſion. and refignation of themſelves tg 
Chriſt, they received remiſſion for thoſe paſt 
lins\, Rom 3. 28, Gal. 2.16. Therefore the 
| Ppoſile concludes that a man was juſtified by 
Az faith 
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E When t h + Believer ts wm tifed 
Xx os without rhe deeds of the Law, Gal.z. 61 
Þ that. is, as before ſaid, at his firſt reſignation 's 
himſelf to Chriſt, to yield him his love, and} 
ſincere obedience; he i is then juſtified by Chriſt ] 
Wichout the deeds of the 'Law, from Aallhis 
paſt ſins. Therefore he ſaith, Rom. 8. 33. Who) 
Jhatl lay any thing to the charge of Got s Ele; I 
it is God that juſiifieth ; for | upon their con- ] 
verſion they received remiſſion, ſo as none of | 
their paſt ſins ſhould be laid to their charge; } 
* for God had then juſtified them by the i impu- þ 
tation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and therefore; 
he faith, om. 10 4. Chriſt is the end of theF 
Law for Righteouſneſs to every one that believeth;| 
the which belief muſt be in Chriſt and his | | 
VVord, in which he requires'our love and} 
fincere obedience itall things,” as in'Mat. 28} 
v. 20, and then is Chriſt the end, fulfilling or F 
compleating of the Law for their Juſt) Joy 1 
tion; for they are no ſooner thus juſtified by 
-Chriſt, but they' muſt live unto Chrift, ,and F 
then he will perſiſt to fulfil and compleat the } 
end of the* Law in them _ who continue to 
" walkin fincere obedience to him.” Ando the ] 
Apoſtle clearly explains theſe words, where 
he ſaith, Rom, 8. 4. That the righteouſneſs of 
the Law mitht be fulfilled" ini'ns, who walk not © 
after the fleſb, but afterthe ſpirtt.. Here he ſhews | 
t 45 theſe are to whom the Law is thus | 
ee. fulfilled : That it was to'as many of 'them as 
4 walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. 
E And he alſo faith, verſe 6. For to be carnaly } 
oy minded | 
| + 


FIGY [I 
a 6 


A 


" Hithout the ade of the Lane” 


ded is death ;" but to be ſpiritually minded is 
"” peace, V. 7. Becauſe the "carnal mind is © 
an pmity againſt God: - For. it 15n0t ſubject to®the 
Y Law of God, weither indeed- can be : Now tho”. 
| I carnal mind is at enmity againſt God, yet 
Tite Man 1s no longer at enmity againſt God, 
[than he retains that carnal mind. So neither 
: [the believer any longer a believer, | than he 
of etains-a mind and will in Subjeion to the 
Flaw of God ; For he faith, Chap. 6. 16, His 
| Servants ye aretowhom ye obey : ; whether of Sin 
mito Death, or of Obedience unto Righteouſneſs. 
- Now. whereas | the Apoſtle - faith. to the 
| On of Epheſus, Eph. 2. 10. We are his 
hr nſhip- Created in Ebriſe. Jeſus unto good 
wks which at had afore ordain'd that we ſhould | 
walk in them. . VV hich-ſhews, they were” no' 
Whoger juſtified, and ſet clear from the guilt of 
{ fin by the impuration of Chr1/?'s Righteouſneſs, 
{ but it was alſo fore-ordained of God that they 
r] | ſhould live in Good. works-, and therefore. 
| Chriſt faith, The Tree is known by its fruit, Mat. 
; "x "17, 20. And whereas St. Paul ſaith, Rom.”. 
10. 9, 10. That if thou confeſs with thy month- 
» | the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart 
f | that God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou 
; 
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Th 
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his | 
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or! 


| ſoalt be ſaved. For with the heart man believeth 
| unto Righteouſneſs, and with the Mouth-confeſ- - 
ſoon is 'made unto: Satvation. *V Vhich ſhews, if 
the belief in us does not produce a Righteour 
- fe, then it is akoynther unavailable. TT 
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4 When the Believer i is « firſt juſt fed 


And whereas St. Paul faith, Tit. 3. 5. Ita | 
not by works of R ighteouſneſs, which they ho ; 
done, but according to h1s mercy he ſaved them, hy | 
the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the 

Holy Ghoſt. Vhus alſo ſhews when they were | 
thus ſaved from their Sins; That it was atÞ 
their firſt converſion and reſignation of them. F 
ſelves to Chriſt. And he further ſhews how] 
they were ſaved. 'That it was by the waſhing 
of Regeneration and the renewing of the Ho-Þ 
{y Ghoſt, which was ſhed on them abundant | 
ly. This was only at the eſtabliſhing of the} 
frſt Chriſtian Churchesfor it is evident, that} 
there was noſuch abundantpourings forth of Þ 
Spirit upon believers afterwards. Therefore Þ 
theſe places ofScripture are not fitly applicableÞ 
to us, who are . born Chilaren of the vifble Þ 
Charch, and have the Call of the Goſpel, from 
whom is expected an improvement of the 
. ſeaſon of Grace that God hath put into our] 
hands. For altho' the Gentiles that had not | 
the knowledge ef God. were taken into mer- | 
cy without works of Righteouſneſs ; yet, 
the Jews who had the knowledge of God,. 
were then excluded his mercy, becauſe there | 
was not good works found in them ; as God 
by all the -Prophets , and Chriſt himſelf de-' 
clareth, Matth. 23.23; 24; 25, 26, 27. ” - 
#0 you Seriber and Phariſees, Hypocrites, for for | 
Tithe of Ming and Anife, and Cummin. bore | 
omitted the weightier matters of the Law, judg- 


ment, mercy and faith : theſe ought ye to have _ 
an 
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Ho: | Righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the Law. But 
2 the promiſe by faith of Jeſus Chrift 
i Faith which fbould afterwards be revealed. Where- 
| fore the Law was our School-maſter to bring us 

| unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by faith. 
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| der a School-maſter, 


" Pithout the deeds of the 1 


SS not to leave the other undone. Here cheſe \chat 
had the knowledge of God, and: the Law, 
the Practical part was firſt requir'd of them, 
gs juſtice, and mercy  before-any ground for 
4 Tis faith to take place. 

And whereas the Apoſt 


le ſaith in Galatrans 
r4mſt the 


mniſes of Go d*God forbid, for if there had been a 
zven which could have given life, verily 


the Scripture hath concluded all under fin, that 
might be 
to them that believe. But before faith came, 
we were kept under the Law, ſhut up unto the 


But after that faith is come, we are no. longer un- 
Now whereas he ſaith the 
Law was their Schoo-maſter to bring them 


| to Chriſt, That is, the Law ſhewed them 
- | their inſufficiency for none being able to fulfil 


the moralLaw to that perfection as to become . 


juſtified by it ; therefore it was as a School 


| maſter to bring them to look for juſtification 


from another. And alſo the Ceremonial law 
was as a School-maſter to them, whereby that 
great Sacrifice was- typified out to them ,, 


VI only could make attonement for our 
| fins 


And. no ſooner was the Lord of life 
Crucified , which was that great Sacrifice 


which had __—_ all ' wy painted at, but their 
SAacrifices 
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= Sacrifice for fin were aboliſhed. And the | 


Fs the Be liever i To «firſt jufti fied ? 


Believers, that by faith in Chriſt, Jeſus took. 5 
Hold of the Offer of mercy according as jt | 
was offered by Chrift, which is, that all ſhould | 
have the free pardon of. their ſins upon con: | 
dition of their future ſincere obedience. And Þ 
ſo they then became» juſtified without the & 
deeds. of the Law through'the imputation of } 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs : and their willingnefs | 
for the future to render their ſincere obedience } 
to all Chriſt's commands and precepts. For | 
he that cometh. after me, Chriſt ſaith , muſt 
deny hinelf, and take up his Croſs and fol- 1 
"ow me, Matth. 16:24; | 
"And whereas the Apoſtle faith, Gal.3.26.Fw | 
ye are all the Children: of God by Tath? in Chriſt | 
Feſus. This he ſpeaks of them that had embra- } 
ced the faith,and had received the Spirit. And } 
thoſe of us that have taken Chriſt to have the } 
ruling power tn their hearts, in hopes of E- | 
ternal Salvation, are all the Children of Gog 
through Faith in. Chriſt Jeſus, 
And whereas he ſaith, v. 27. For «s many of 
you as have been baptized into C briſt, have put 
on Chriſt. . ' -+ 
- This he chiefly ſpeaks of the inward bap- 
tiſmof thoſe that have ſo put on Chriſt, -as 
to have brought their thoughts and wills into | 
fubje&ion - unto Chriſt, Therefore he ſaith | 
$0 the Church,To as many of them as have fo 
_ dane, have put him.on. And he faith, Heb. 
#1. 6. For be that comerh fo G 69A, muſt —_ 
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the | hat-be is, and that be';s: a rewarder. of them 
ook: | zhat diligently ſeek him... pd 
S it Þ Y 147 Chap. Lb: 

uld | The Faith of Abraham. 

ON: ; þ Rom. 4. 3$» 44 5,6, 7, 8,9, 10. For what ſaith 


' | Saying, Bleſſed are the | 
| given, aud whoſe ſins are covered. Bleſſed 15 the 
| wan to whom the Lord will not impute jin. Cometh 
| this bleſſedueſs then upon _the Gireamciſzon only, 


Þ him that worketh, is the reward not reckoned of . 
| Grace, but of debt. 
Þ but believeth on him that juſtifieth the ungodly his 
| faith is counted for Righteouſneſs. 
4 vid al/o deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man unto 
Þ whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without works, 


| Jaſtifie the upgodly.. 


Þ| the Scripture, Abraham. believed God, and it | 


was accounted to him for Righteouſneſs. Now to 
But to him that worketh not, 


Even as Da- | 


Is 


"whoſe intquities are for- 


or upon the uncircamciſron alſo ? or we. ſay, that 


| Faith was reckoned to Abraham for Rzghteouſ. 
| neſs. 


eſs. How was it then reckoned, mhen he 
was in Circumciſion, or 43 uncircumcsſion ? not in 


| circumciſion, but in uncircumeiſion. | By theſe 
'. words it doth appear, that when Abraham was 
| received into mercy; he migat have, no-works 


of Righteouſneſs of his own to repreſent him 


. acceptable with God.But as th& firſt Churches 


were brought out of darkneſs, Heatheniſm,and 
Error, and had not good works of their own, 
but they believing the promiſe,” that upon 
confeſſing and forſaking their (ins, they ſhould 
find-mercy by the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt 3 . Who, according thereunto, did cg 
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accepted without the deeds of the Law, when 
God brought them out of the Land of A 


So the firſt Gentile Churches, -for the promik | 
made to Abraham, and Chriſt, at their firſt | 
_ reception , were accepted without works of | 

righteouſneſs, or the deeds of the Law And | 
the Angel ſaid of Chriſt, that he ſhould be a | 
light to lighten the Gentiles, before he ſaid, he | 
ſhould be the glory of his people 1ſrael , Luke | 
2. 32. Therefore accordingly there was a great | 
number.of the Gentiles called in by the aſlift- ] 
ance of his Spirit, with the tender of his grace. | 
Therefore St. Paul ſpeaking of thethen times, 
faith, in Rom. 3. 26. To. declare, I ſay, at this time | 


his Righteouſneſs : That he might be juſt, and the 


 Juſisfier of him who believeth in Tefis. God | 


1s here ſaid to be juſt, in performing his pro- 
miſe to Abraham, and Chriſt concerning the 


calling in of the Gentiles : and in thus juſti- | 


fying them that” believed on Jeſus, which 
accordinp+ito the conditions of the tender of his 
grace took hold. of his mercy. _ 

So we ſee there was a three-fold day of 
grace, without the deedsof the Law. Firſt to 
Abraham,then to his natural ſeed,8: then to his 


adopted ſeed. For God carries on all his works | 


In a three-fold way. And as under the Law 
there was a'door of mercy ſet open to all that 
would take hold of his Covenant. So _ 

PTS the 


] 8 Concerning the Faith of Abraham, F 


 _ And as Abraham was accepted without the | 
deeds of the Law, ſo Iſrael, and all that were | 
willing to joyn themſelves with them, were | 


OI 


PF Concerning the Faith of Abraham. g 


the | 'the Goſpel there is a door of; mercy ſet open 
vere | to all that will take hold &f the promiſe 
ere | of life according as it is offered by Chriſt, of + 
hen | his free grace, which is in the free pardon of all 
yr, | their paſt fins, npon the conditions of their 
uſe | love arid fincere obedience for time to 'come. 
I | For neither Abraham, nor 'his Natural Seed, 
of | nor his adopted Seed, can any longer have a 
nd | ſhare in the promiſes, than they pertiit in their 
e 2 þ obedience 3 it being the condition of the ten- 
he ] der of his grace, that for the eternal life promi- 
ke | fed'd, weſhould yield him obedience. ForChriſt 
at | faith,Mat.16.24.1f anyman will come after me,fet . 
ſt. | bim deny himſelf and take up his Croſs daily and 
ce, | follow me; For-whoſoever will ſave hjs life, (ball 
S, | loſe it : but whoſoever wili loſe his for my ſake the 
we | ſame ſhall ſaveit, Luke 9.23, 24,25, 26. And 
je | it is the Faith of Abraham that is required. And 
d 
- 
0 
| 


| what was the Faith of Abraham > "The Faith 
of dbraham was, that he believed God, and 
that was imputed to him for Righteouſneſs. 
- | And what was that which Abraham believed ? 
That which Abraham believed was, that God 
would, inthe way of his Obedience, make of 
him a great Nation, and that in him all the 
" | Families of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. There- 
| | fore God calls on him to obey, and faith, Gen: 
| 12.1, Get thee out of thy country, aud from thy 
 kendred, and from thy Father's houſe: 4nd I will ' 
make of thee a great Nation ' Here we ſee, he. 
wasto put in practice his obedience, or elſe he 
could not have been heir to the promiſe, Heb. 


o Ii. 8. 
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'yo Concerning the Faith of Abraham. 'F 


6. 1h 


11.8. By Eaith Abraham when he was" called |; 
go out mto a place, which he ſhould afterward re. 
cerve for an mheritance, obeyed, and he went out, |, 
wot knowing whither he went, So the. Lord calls | 
-on-us, to come out. of fin, ſelf, and the eager 
purſuit of this world, and to follow him, and F 
we-ſhall find. reft to our Souls, and he will F 
give us the Crown of Life. And.if we will $ 
not.yield to theſe. conditions, we muſt not ex-'F 
pect a ſhare in theſe promiſes. And tho' St. Þ 
Paut was one of thoſe who then, upon his Þ 
converſion had his iniquities forgiven, and his Þ 
ſins covered, yet he' ſaid, Wo be to him if be : £ 
preacht uot the Goſpel, i Cor. 9. 16. Whereby | 
he ſheweth he muſt yield his obedience, vr | 
elſe vengeance would overtake him,Heb. 10.30, Þ 
And alſo after that Abraham had been 'obedi- | 
ent 1n leaving his'Countery, and his kindred, ] 
the Lord again appeared to him, Gen. 17. 1. | 
and ſaid, I am the Almighty God, walk before | 
me and be thou perfel. The which ſhews,God 
requires our continuance :in our obedience to | 
him, The which in being fincere therein, is | 
man's perfeQion: us 
And after God further tryed and proved 
Abraham whether he would obey in all things, 
even to that, in which: the deſire of his Soul 
was ſet upon, which was in the offering up | 
of hisSon _I/aac:And that God commanded him 
to do,without a promiſe of reward, but after- | 
wards for his willingneſs to be obedient there- | 
in,God redoubled his promiſe to him. ForGod's 
| | promiſes 
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ſes are generally attain'd andretain'd'in the | 
Fray of our love and obedience. And St. Paul 


1 | yield your ſelves Servants to obey, his Servants ye 
{re to whom ye obey, whether of ſin unto death, or- 
| of obedience unto righteouſneſs? By theſe words 
FT the Apoſtle puts it out of all diſpute, clearly 
2 ſhewing, that we are his Servants to- whom 
"Fe do yield our ſelves Servants to obey. And 
{the Apoſtle faith to the Church in the follow- 
4 ing verſe, That they werethe Servants of ſin,but 
| have obeyed from the heart, that form"of Doc- 
4 #rine which was delivered you. Now the form 
! | of Docrine was, that they ſhould obſerve all 
T | things whatſoever Chriſt had commanded. 
* T This being the laſt charge Chriſt left with his 
| Diſciples, promiſing ſuch as did accordingly 
» | obey, that he would be with them to the end: 
' | of the world, Marth. 28. 20; 
_ Rom. 42. i Abraham were juſtified by works, 
he hath whereof to glory, but not before God. That 
| is, not before God. 'as tho' he had by his 
| good works, merited all thoſe great bleſſings 
that God' had promiſed him. No, this 1s 
quite contrary to truth, and contrary to the 
underſtanding that ſtill remains in us, that he, 
or we, by. our poor endeavours, when at the 
{ beſt, ſhould. for them deſerve an everlaſting 
' Inheritance, and an eternal weight of glory, 
and that procured by the Sacrifice of the Son 
of his love. No, ſo to think, is an offence to 
God. And alſo the Lord Chriſt ſaith, When 
Ye 


.? by £ 


Teh, Rom. 6. 16. Know ye not, that to whom ye" 


' 82 Concerning the Faithof Abraham, } 


ye ſhall have done all thoſe things which ave com- 
manded you,fay, ye are unprofitable Servaiits Luk; 


| 

, 1 
17. io. For Gad needed not us; for his eternal. ; 
bleſfedneſs would not have been diminiſhed if || 
we had eternally periſhed. For he would ave [| 
remained'eternally blefled without us, altho' ] 
we ſhould have remained eternaliy miſerable | 
without him. For a poor Soul before God; has | 
no more reaſon to glory, than a poor cor- |: 
-demned Malefactor that a grear Prince had Þ 
taken pity of, & therefore paid his ranſome;& | 
taken him into his Service, withal promi-, | 
ſing him as long as he kept tothe Rulz'or way Þ 
that he had ſethim, and did not wilfully de Þ 
part from it,- he would be with him to car-'Þ 
ry him through all cifficulties. and that, if he'Þ 
ſo continued to do,  he- would not leave him'} 
nor forſake him $ and that for the ſhorr time } 
that he ſhould {et him,if he therein was tound | 
Fairhful to his ſervice, he then wou'd adopt } 
him his Son, and give him an inheritance as | 
a Son'of his. Now, ſhould this Servant boaſt } 
and glory before his Prince,and fay.I think for | 
the fra) time of ſervice thatthou requireſt of 
me, I deſerve all that thou haft done, or hath 
omiſed to do for me; this would immediate- 
diſinherit him of his Princes favour. But 
on the contrary,if this Servant s heart isdrawn 
out-in love and obedience to his Prince for 
thegreat kindneſs received, and for the fu- 
ture promiſes made to him : he having a ſenſe; 
! how infinitely above any thing that his deſer- 
” / vings 
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-|yings conld be, his Prince had- promiſed to 
. Treward him. And therefore he reſolving to do 

- This utmoſt endeavour, that he might be found 
if | faithful in his ſervice ; he having ſtrong cons 
| fdence, and faith inhis Prince, that if he was 
| found diligent in his Service; his -Lord would 
| not only be willing, but had power according 
| to- his promiſe to reward him. His .Prince 


- Jalfo giving him orders that he ſhould come to 


| | him upon all occafions for freſhfupplies,where- 
| by he might be enabled to do him ſervice. 
| png obſerving diligently all the orders 
- | his Lord gave him, therefore at” the appoint- 


& 
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: F'ed-time receivesthe promiſed reward. But 
.' | not as tho' he had merited theſe great things, 


"+ but that his great benefactor had promiſed ſuch 
' | great rewards to all his Servants that--ſhould 

| Fe found faithful in his Service. *So-Chriſt,of 
{ his free grace and mercy, hath paid theran- 
| fom for {inners, for all that will yield to him 
| their love and ſincere obedience. - And-at the 
| time hetakes them into his Service, he then 


| Clearsthem of all their paſt ſins, and for the 


time to come. promiſes his affiſtance, whilſt 
_ keep the way which he hath ſet them, 
nd do not willingly depart from it. Andif 
they ſhould be overtaken in a fault againſt 
their wills, they then ſhall not be utterly caſt 
down, for Chriſt remains an Advocate. for 
them. And if they accordingly continue 
faithful to the death , hath promiſed then 
to giverhem the Crown of life; but not as 


and 
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ward, but that of his great mercy and rich. 


' grace he hath promiſed ſuch great rewards to | 
all that are-faithful in his Service. Accor- | 
dingly God ſaid to Abraham, That he would be [ 


= 8 


his exceeding great reward, Gen. 15. i. There. 
by ſhewing that God would reward him for 
what he did, and exceedingly above what he / 


14 Concerning the Faith of Abraham i, 
tho' their ſervice had merited fo great a re- | 


|; 
- 


| 


deſerved. - So Chriſt is faid to be the Author 


of EternalSalvation to all-them that obey him, þ 
Heb.5.9. To them who by patient continuance in | 
well doing, ſeek for glory,: honour, and 1mmortality;' | 
eternal hife, Rom. 2.7. Now, tho' Abraham, or. | 
any other,cannot have whereof to glory before Þ 
God; yet they may rejoyce in that they have F 
walked in fincere obedience to him, whereby Þ 
they ar laſt become accepted'of him,as to have } 
the reward of the Crown of life. For who- F 


ſoever renders their fincere obedience; to God 


and-Chriſt, comes in as an heir to the promiſe |] 
of life ; For he'ſhall haveithe righteouſneſs of | 


Chriſt imputed ro him for his juſtification, | 
As 10. 35, whilſt others thro' their unwary 


walking go out of the way that God hath. | 


ſet them, whereby they fall away, and fo loſe 
| that Crown;which otherwiſe they might have 
had, Rev. 3. 11. and 2. 10. And thoſe that 
by their wary walking have kept the way, 
tho' they have not to glory before God, yet for 
their ſo doing, they ſhall have praiſe of God, 
1 Cor. 4. 5. And tho' St. Pal faith,in the 7.9. 
Who maketh thee to differ from another ? and _ 
p a 
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re« | James ſaith, c.1 v.17. Every good and perfett gift 
ich |cometh from above. Yet by the words of Chriſt, 
to [inthe parable, it is plain, that ſome improved 
or. [the Talents they had received, and ſome ime 
be [proved not their Talent , Marth. 25. And 
re- {Iſrael was caſt off of God for their not im- 
or [proving their day of grace, Matthew 23: 37. 


or | Rom. 4- 11, 12, 13. And be. received the 
mn, {Sign of circumciſion, a ſeat of the righteouſneſs of 


laith, which he had yet being uncircumciſed, that 
» th: meght be the father of all them that believe, tho' 
[they be not circumorſed;, that righteouſneſs might 


Or FFF 

re Je 1mputed unto then alſo. And the father of cir- 
ve; $eamcs/ron to them who. are not of the Gircumesſzon - 
y ml, but alſo walk an tbe” ſteps of that' faith of 
1e ow Father Abraham, which be had, being yet 
). Pmcircumciſed. For the promiſe that he be 
d Ihe herr of the world, was not to Araham, or to 


> [his ſeed thro' the Law, but thro' the righteouſneſs 
of Faith, Now, what was the ſteps of that 
[Faith that our Father Abraham walkt in, being 
7 uncircumciſed ? It was, that he ſtaggered not 
at the promiſe of God, but believed that he 
ſhould have it according to the word of the 
Lord,in the way of his obedience, that he there- 
by ſhould be made the Father of many Na+ 
tions, and heir of the world, which carried 
him thro” all difficulties, and cauſed him to 
tread inthe ſteps of Righteouſneſs, according 
asthe Lord required of him, Ge». 17, 1, 2. f 
amthe Almighty God, walk before me, and be thou 
ER... perfets 


PF Concerning the Faithof Abraham. 15g 


| Ix © oncerning the Faith of Abraham. ? 


perfett. Aud I will make'my Covenant between | 
' me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedinghi 
Theſe words ſhew, that God required of 4# 
braham, his ſincere obedience, - that thereby hy 
might be the - heir of this promiſe. AccorÞ 
dingly St. Paut faith, verſe x3. For the promiſeſj 
that he ſboulld be the heir of the world, was mi 
to Abraham, or to bis ſeed, through the LawjhuÞ 
through the righteouſneſs of faith : Which wi 
through the righteouſneſs which this his faith® 
ucd ;\ the which Circumciſion was afte# 
ward given him as a Seal of this his rightefi 
ouſnels by faith. + And whether circumciſel$] 
of: uncircumciſed, whoſoever- treads in thef 
Reps: of our Father Abrabam," in looking fo 
the performance of the promiſe, in the way ofÞ® 
their obedience, ſhall alſo become heirs off) 
life. Pi 
Rom. 4. 14, 15, 16. For sf they which ave offÞ® 
the Law be heirs, faith is made void, and th 
promiſe 'made of none effef# ; becauſe the LavP® 
worketh wrath z; for where no Law is, there is wP 
tranſgreſſion. Therefore it is of faith, that it 
might be of grace y, to the end the promiſe might 
be ſure to all the ſeed, not to that only which 11 off 
the Law, but to that alſo which is of the fab) 
of Abraham , who is the Father of us dll 
Now the Law expected the perfect perfor-[ 
mance of the thing required, before they coulaFf 
become juſtified by it 3 but then, under theP 
Law, through mercy, they that did renderP 
their fincere obedience thereunto, it wasF** 
TE : © accepted W 
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cepted of thetri, ſo as they had the Riglite- 
vi wſneſs of Chriſt imputed to: them for their 
be foſtification : But hereby it ſheweth that Ju- 
bi thication was not to be attained by the Law, 
nſequt, that Juſtification and Righteouſneſs is to 
" attained by Faith, that drawsout the heart 
of love to God, and Chriſt, with an aſſent to 
ld obedience to him : Such are made par- 
| bp ers of his grace, and ſo by the Righteouſ: 
t6 of Chriſt become juſtified - And where 
ſf complying frame of ſpirit is, it was, and 
{8 the: ſeed, to whom the. promiſe belongs; 
y x er under the Law, or Goſpel ; and un- 
of fu ich as theſe, that tread in Abrahani's ſteps; 
& $a Father. For all are his ſervants, to whont 
Yield your ſebves ſervants to obey, whether of ſi fr 
dah, or of obedience imto righteouſneſs, 
0m. 6. 1 6. 
| Rom 4 31, 22: And he being fully perſnaded, 
pit what God hath promiſed, he was able to per- 
" of * And therefore it was imputed to him for, 
$h:couſneſs. That is, Abraham was fully per- 
uf aded that God was able to perform what he 
td promiſed him, which drew out his heart 
bk yield that obedience which God required 
i/{him : He thus believing, it was imputed to 
x-Jim for righteouſneſs. And whereas the 
14Þpoſtle faith; verſe 23, 24, 25. Now it was 
be written for 'his rg alone, that it was Tim 


— 
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our offences, and was raiſed again for our juſt 
cation. That is, if we believe in him ph th 
raiſed up our Lord from the dead, that t h y 
purchaſed Salvation by Chriſt, is to be imp 
ted according as he in his Word hath dech h 
red ; and ſo accordingly we lay hold of thi 
promiſe of Life; then Chriſt was deli veredfq 
our dftences, as well as for theirs; and lik 
wiſe roſe again for our Juſtification, as we 
as theirs; if we (according as theſe Roma L 
had done to whom he wrote ) have obey T 
from the heart the Dottrine of the Goſpel, tl } 
alſo, we, by Chriſt, are made free from tf | 
condemning power of fin, and are beconji 
the ſervants of Kighteouſneſs, Rom. 6. 17,1 
But we are no ſooner ſet clear from the coi 
demning power of fin, by the free grace Þ 
God, purchaſed by the Blood of his Son, bi 
we are immediately thereupon liſted Souldia 

of Ghr:/?, ro fight under his Banner ag; 

th: World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, and 
our corrupt Aﬀe@ions and Inclinations ; ; all 
bringing down every thought #0 the obedience | b 
Ghr:5t, 2 Cor. 10. 5. [tt 


Chap. III. 
The Eleftion of the firft Churches. 


Phe. 2.8, 9, 10. For by Grace are 
thro Faith, and that not of a” ay itt R 


the gift of God: Not of works, leſt _ y- 
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Sag For we are bzs Workmanſhip, Crea- 
Ju gin Cri Jeſus anto good works, which God 
th before ordained, that we ſhould walk in 
eh h be By theſe words the Apotie alſo clearly 
mph jeweth, that by good works ſtanding alone 
« lay jithout the merits of Chriſt, no man can be 
fied in his {ight. And therefore all boaſting 
bf Fraken away from man in the fight of God. 
lik 
we | But whereas he faith in v. 10... For we are 
maths Workmanſhip , Created in Chriſt Feſus 
t T < <p works, which God hath before or- 
ned that we ſhould walk im them. Here 
be Apoſtle hath his peculiar reference to the 
a f Churches, who were brought out of 
krkneſs, fin, and errour. And as he faith in 
0h be 12. Te were without Ghrift, being aliens 
e Yom the Common-wealth of lirael, and ſtrangers 
p the Govenant of Promiſe, having no hope, and 
pitbout God m the World. Now, at that time 
ry od did not only abound in his mercy to- 
14 wards them of the firſt Churches n all wiſ- 
fm and prudence , Epheſ. 5.8. in ſhewing 
- Fhis mighty power in. them, and in calling 
them, as the Apoſtle ſaith, out of darkneſs into 
hs marvelous light, 1 Pet. 2. 9. and thereby 
bringing over the. conſent of their wills to his 
[Laws, he did then freely juſtifie them by his 
Trace; but alſo, when God had done this for 
them, it was fore-ordained by him, that in 
Jgood works they ſhould walk before him. 
{Now theſe ludto are not fitly appliable to us 3 
| B 3 for 
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ther are we made partakers of the Holy Ghoſ, 
as they were. 


love of God our Saviour toward man appens 
ed, not by works of righteouſneſs, which we hay 
done, but according to bis mercy he ſaved us 
the waſhing of Regeneration, and the renewing o 
the Holy Ghozt, which be ſhed on us abundant 
through Jeſus Ghri#þ our Saviour ; That being 
Juſtified by his grace, we ſhould be made heirs # 


cerning them. of. the Then Times : For it 
known to all, that there has been no ſuch 
abundant pourings forth of the Spirit upai 
the Chuches fince the Apoſtles Times. And 


theſe are'they of whom the Apoſtle faith, 
Called of God according to bis purpoſe. For zxhom}. 


be:did fore-know, he alſo did predeitinate to be 
tonformed to the Image of bus Son, Rom. 8. 28,29. 
According to -which he ſaith, Epbeſc 1. 11, 


| That they ſhould be tc the praiſe of bis glory, whi| 


- firit trufted in Chrift. 
'" And St, Paul faith, 4s 13.48. 4s many 4 
_- were ordained to eternal life believed. This he 


alſo ſpeaks: of the Then Times, and of. the| 
Churches that firſt truſted 'in Chriſt, who} 


were afore choſen of God according to his 
T on purpoſe, 


2 The Hethon of the fuſt Churches, 
for it is eyident, that. we are not now in'thy| 


-9 


groſs darkneſs ; neither are we firangers ta 
the Covenant of Promiſe, as they. were; nat 
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cording to the hope of Eternal Life. Now, yl: 
theſe places it 1s clear, that he ſpake this cop 
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tpoſe, which was to confirm. the Erhnks, of 
fo Golpe to the following Generations, 'and 
od. gave to them more abundantly i of his 
[Fpirit, to ſecure their {randing, as well as to 
confirm the Fruth of the Goſpel z ſoas,if they 
aid not diſinherit themſelves by. wilſul fin- 
#|xniog, they could no ways miſs of Salvationsfor 
em they were ordained, choſen, and appointed to 
hay it of God, as Irael was, tor the Land of Ca- : 
ad bl. an ; but neither of them was/to. have the 
ng o fruition of that which was promiſed, without: 
a | | F* eir own endeavour. Therefore - 5t. Peter 
aith, Save your ſelves from this untoward Ge- 
| neration, Ads 2. 40. dud make your Galling and 
Vf Ele&tion ſure, 2 Pet. 1. x0. And by the abun- 
: 4 nt pourings forth of the Spirit upon the 
it "firſt Churches, they generally ſtood, and the 
Wc major part in Scripture, is ai\ways reckoned as 
the whole z whereas the Apoſtle ſaith, 4s 
nd many 45 were ordained to eternal life believed. 
thi \This plainly ſhews, *that this Ordination was 
mn! to the firſt Churches z for if all" that were 
*#| ordained to eternal life, .then believed, it 
9.] makes it clear, that-to us that follow after, | 
| there remains no ſuch Ordinarion. According 
0] to this St. Fames ſaith, As 15. 14. Simon 
bath declared how God at the firft did vi/it the 
Gentiles, to take out ' of them a people for his 
| Name. How a-people for his: Name ? That 
1s, for the greater graces here, and for the 
"greater glory. hereafter. As in Epheſ. x. 12. 
That they ſhould be to the praiſe of his 16 who 
B 4 
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firſt truted in Chrif, Ephel. 2: 7. That nth |- 
Ages to come, he might ſhew'the exceeding ricke | 
his grace,in his kenaneſs towards them, through 
Ubrift Jeſus. Now, at that time when God | 
called in the Gentzles, was the time when God | 
made his Promiſe good to Chrijt and 4bre.' 
ham, \in that the Gentzles were taken into Co. 
venant, they then being juſtified by the Kigh. ] 
teouſneſs of Chriſt without the deeds of the] 
Law; and fo, by Chriſt, they became the | 
Seed of Abraham, and were thereby brought ] 
into ſubje&ion to the Commands of God, and | 
the Moral Law, Mazth.:y. 17 ' Matth, 20,28] 
Rom.2.13. and ſo with ſrael, become Heirs to} 
the Covenant of Promiſe, which Covenant of 
Promiſe they were before ſtrangers unto, Eph, | 
2. 12, and at the publication of the ' Goſpel, } 
was the acceptable time, and the' great day of | 
Salvation to the Gentiles, when the - Lord Þ 
then thus took them into Covenant with him | 
ſelf; and juſtified them freely by his grace; / 
without the deeds of - the Law 5 that thereby | 
he might bring them, and their Children in ' 
as Heirs with ]/ree}, to whom the promiſe be * 
longed. Arid alſo to ſhew_ that the Apoſtle 
had his chief reference to thoſe times, he ſaith, 
2 Cor.'5. 19. Towit, that God was jn Chriſt, re- 
conciling the World unto himſelf; not tmputing 
heir treſpaſſes unto them, and hath committed | 
gwnto us the word of reconcihiation. And he faith 
K1 chap. 6. verſe 1, 2. We then as workers toge- 
ther with him, beſeech you alſo, that ye recervs | 
6:4. n0F 


ns. 


T. The Eleflion of the firſt Churches. 23 ©? 
1 the | wot the grace of God in vain : For he ſaith, I have 3 
che | -heard thee in a time accepted, and'in the day of 
oughÞ - ſalvation have I ſuccoured thee: Behold ! now is 
God | the accepted time; Behold ! now i the day of 
1 ſabvation. For then was the accepted time 
4 that free grace was freely adminiſtred, only 
1 by the change of their wills and affeRions, 
igh. | {and that done by the power of God ; but he 
} . beſeeches them, that they receive not the 
he | grace of God in vain, for if they -wilfully 
[ - again were intangled in fin, . the grace of God 
d 4 was received in vain by them. And whereas 
1] . hefaith, Rom. 3. 25. Whom God bath ſet forth 
to] - tobe a Propittation, through faith in his-blood, 
of to declare his righteouſneſs for the remsſſion of ſons - 
ph'f that are paſt. Here he fully declareth, that in 
the acceptable day it was their paſt (ins were 
then pardoned, and afterward they were to 
walk in newneſs of life. And accordingly he 
' ſaith inverſe 26. To declare, I ſay, at this time 
| bis righteouſneſs ;, that he might be juſt, aud the 
juſtifier of him which believeth in Jeſus. There- 
| by clearly ſhewing, that this Juſtification had 
An it a chief reference to thoſe times ; at which 
time the-Apoſtle did conclude, as in'zerſe 28. 
Therefore we conclude, that a man 1s juſtified by 
faith without the deeds of the Law, But when 
they were : bronght in-as Heirs to the Cove- 
nant of Prorniſe, the caſe was altered with 
them 3 for' then 'there was required their - 
ſincere obedience to all God's Commands and , 
Precepts,' and therein - to remain faithful 
| the 
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the death, if they would have the Crown of 

Life, by the Everlaſting Covenant ſecured to | 
them ; for then they and their Children were 
to retain that Docrine which was at firſt {6 
powerfully delivered, Heb. 2. 1, 2, 3,4. There- 
fore we ought to give the more diligent heed to 
the things which we have heard, leſt at any time 
we ſhould tet them ſlip. For if the Words ſpoken 
by Angels were ſftedfaſt, and every tranſgreſſion 
and b; ſobedience recerved a juſt recompence of re- 
ward; how ſhall we eſcape if we neglet# ſo great 
ſalvation, which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by © 
the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that 

heard. him , God alſo bearing them witneſs, both 
with ſigns and wonders, and with divers miracles 
and pifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to the 
will of God. Thus it was the will of God fo 
powerfully to confirm the Do&trine of the 
Goſpel. For as the outward glory was evi- 
dently manifeſt at the giving of the Law ; ſo 
the abundant pourings forth of the Spirit,with 
figns and wonders, was given for to confirm 
the Truth of the Goſpel. And as 1/rael and 
their Children were to retain the Laws of God 
which once they had received; ſo the Gentiles 
and their Children: were to retain the Do- 
 Erine of the Goſpel, that had been once ſo 
powerfully delivered. which by | the call of 
the Word, and the good motions of the Spi- 
rit of God, if they with diligence improved it, 


F would make them wiſe unto Salvation : This 


Iſrael had, and reliſted, for which they were 
. | condemned, 


condemned, A#s 7. 51. For as St, James ſaith, 


| 6.1. v.25. Whoſoever looketh into the perfett 


Law of Liberty, and continueth therein, he being 
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this 
#11432 ſball be bleſſed in his deed. And why is it 
called the perfect Law of Liberty ? 'Becauſe it 
is an upright Rule, in which is required Man's 
ſincere obedience z which, when he ſincerely 


yields himſelf to obey, he is then by Chriſt's 


Rightec:: neſs ſet free from the condemning 
power -f {inand death. And whereas Chriſt 
faith, Vo man can come to me except the Father 
draw him, John 6. 44. And this is the drawing 
of God, his Word, and his Spirit, which we 


muſt be accountable for, how we have im- 


proved our day and ſeaſon of grace ; which ſo 
many thro' their ſloth and negligence miſim- 
prove; therefore 'tis ſaid, Many are called,but few 
choſen, Mat. 20. 16. But as to thoſe of whom 
St, Paul ſpeaks, that were called, Rom.g. 23,24. 
And that he might make known the riches of his 
glory on the veſſels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory, even us whom be hath called, 
not of the Jews only, but alſo' of the Gentiles. 
Theſe were they that were called according 
to the fore-determined Counſel of God; for, 
the greater grace and ſufferings here, & the 
greater glory hereafter zfor theſe that he here 
ſaith were called of the Fews, he ſpeaks of that 
remnant that were called according to the ele- 
Etz0n of grace, which was to remain a ſtanding 
Witneſs through the World, and them that 

are 
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are here ſaid to be called of the Gent:les, were 
thoſe of them that firſt bore their Teſdimeny 
ro the Goſpel, which were the Churches that 
firſt truſted-in Chriſt, theſe being prepared 
unto the glory, . which afterwards ſhould be 
revealed ; which preparation was for the re- 
ceiving of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Theſe are thoſe of whom St.Paul ſaith, Rom. 
9.16. It s not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God that ſheweth mercy. That 
15, in that 50d choſe a remnant from among 
Iſrael to be his Witneſſes through the World. | 
And alſo fore-appointed the firſt Churches,ac- ' 
cording to the determined purpoſe of his own 
'will, that they ſhould be made partakers of 
the Holy Ghoſt, thereby to bear their Teſti- 
mony for the confirmation of the Truth of 
_ the Goſpel, to the World and ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations. So theſe being choſen according 
to the will of God, for the greater grace, and 
ſuffering here, and the greater glory hereafter, 
Epheſ. 1.12. That we ſhould be to the praiſe of 
hw glory, who firft truſted in Ghrift, And again 
he ſaithof the firſt Churches, Epheſ. 2. 7. That 
mthe Apes to come, he might ſhew the exteeding 
riches of his' grace, in his kindneſs towards us 
through - Chriſt Jeſus, And St. Peter faith to 
the firft Churches, 1 Pet. 4. 12. Beloved,think 
it-not ſtrange concerning the fiery Tryal, which ts 
to try you, as though ſome ſtrange thing happened 
unto you, Now, tho' theſe were not afore cho- 


ſen of God for their fore-ſeen willing. and 
| running 3 
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running; yet when they were called in, they 
were to will and run for the prize,and ſo muſt 


all that will lay hold of the Crown of Life, 


whether Ele&t, or not Ele&. For, St. Pau 
faith, So run, that ye may obtain. And, let us not 
be weary in well doing , for in due ſeaſon we'ſhall 
reap, if we faint not, Gal. 6. 9. For though the 
ſtanding Witneſs or Remnant were ſoſecured 


| The Call of the firſt Churches. 279 © 


in Chriſt, as none ſhould pluck them out of 


his hand ; for they are thoſe which are faid 
to follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth, Rev. 
14. 4. yet the other Ele& did not fo ſecurely 
ſtand. Therefore St. Paul warns all, Heb. 6: 
4, 5, 6, Heb. 10, 26, 29. 2 Pet. 2: 20. Solike- 
wiſe, Prov. 21. 16. But the man that wandreth 


oxt of che way of underſtanding, ſhall remain mm + 


the Congregation of the dead. That is, as St. Paul 
faith, ſuch as have taſted the good Word of 
God, and then wilfully depart from him, ſhall 


remain in the Congregation of the dead. But 


in that Solomon was forgiven; it was for the 
Promiſe God made to David his Father con- 
cerning him, which has now no reference to 
us, as I have clearly proved, in another Book, 
where the ſtanding Witneſs is treatediof, but 
hath another meaning than what hitherto we 
have apprehended of it, 

St. PauIſaith, As x3. 32, 33. And we declare 
unto you glad tydings, how that the promiſe 
which was made unto the Fathers, God: hath ful- 


filled the ſame to us their Children, in that he hath 
raiſed up Jeſus again, as it is writtenin the ſecdnd © 
Pſalm ; _ 


S-..:* 
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23 The Call of the foſt Churches: 
Pfalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee. That is, if Chrift had not again been 
raiſed from the dead, the Promiſe could never 
have been fulfilled. _ 

And.whereas he faith in verſe 34. And 45 
' Concerning that he raiſed him up from the dead, 
20-more to return to corruption, 'he ſad on this 
wiſe, 1 will give you the ſure mercies of David. 


Here the Apoſtle only repeats the words of | 


Iſaiah, in that he faith, God will give them 
the ſure mercies of David, not that the 
ſure mercies of David were then given to all 
'that did embrace.the Faith, but it is accord- 


_ . ing as they hold out to the end, they ſhall be 
made partakers of thoſe ſute mercies.. But at . 


the Death and Reſurre&ion.of Chriſt, was the 
price of that Redemption paid, Which was be- 
fore promiſed, of which the firſt Churches 
had then a pledge or fore-taſt, as the earneſt 
of their Inheritance, in that they had he re- 
newing of theHoly Ghoſt ſhed on them abundantly, 
Titus 3.5, 6. whereby they generally ſtood, 
and in Scripture the major part is reckoned 
for the whole ; and alſo amongſt theſe He- 
brews, was the ſtanding Witneſs, and the Spi- 
rit was thus wonderfully given for the more 
ſecurity of their ſtanding, thereby to confirm 
the Truth of the Goſpel. Theſe were they 
that Were in a more peculiar manner ordained 
to Eternal Life, being choſen of God accord- 


| F -ing to the purpoſe he had before determined 


for then, & therefore had a PEST Toons, 
n 
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"> TheCall of the fſt Churches. 29 | 


And as they had the more Talents given 
them, {o they had the greater work to do, 
and the greater difficulties to encounter with, 
which they likewiſe were to perform,that were 
to bear their Teſtimony ro the Truth againſt 
all the Fower of the Enemy. But when the 
Goſpel was eſtabliſhed, thoſe that followed 
after, had the call of the Word,with the good 


| motions of the Spirit of God, and the checks 
of Conſcience z all which improved, is able to 


make wiſe unto Salvation. But as the Lord 
faith, Some hear the Word,” and with” joy receive 


| #8; and believe for a while, yet in time of tempta- 


tion fall. away, Luke 8. x3. This is @ ſufficient 
proof that ſome may praQically believe, and. 
yet afterwards fall away. _ And others there 
are, that have lived a looſe life, which after- 


| wards may fall under the terrours of Con- 


ſcience, by which they may be frighted from 
their evil practices, after which, ſome build 
their faith in Chriſt, . and hopes of Salvation, 
upon this their Convertion : But reſting there, 
without further improving the advantaz 
that God puts into their hands, in turning # 
ſtrong man out of poſſeſſion; therefore the old In- 
habitant again returns, and finding them, or 
him empty of true love to God, and to the 
ways of Holineſs, and only the houſe, or: per- 
ſon finely garniſhed with an outward ſhew'of 
Profeſſion, then he again takes poſſeſſion of his 
old Habitation with more corrupt inclinations 
than before, and ſo the latter end is m__ 
worſe 


S'». * 
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30 The Calle the fot och, 


worſe with ſuch than their beginning, Luke 
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T1. 21, 22,24, 25, 26. But ſbch will be'bleſ. 


ſed, whether they fall under a terrour or not, 
that keep to a cloſe walking with God in a 


Child-like frame of ſpirit, -in love and obe- 
dience to him: Por he that walketh uprighth, 
walketh ſarely, . Prov. 10.9. And the' Lord 
faith, God is a ſprrit, and they that worſhip him, 
muſt worſbip hin in- ſpirit and im trath. And it 


is only ſuch as hold out to the end, that have - 


the ſure word of promiſe, to receive the 


Crown of life. Bnt as for the- very Ele, 


which follow the Lamb whitherfoever he 
goeth, and cry day and night unto him by rea- 

on of the oppreſſion of the Adverſary, and ne- 
ver were deceived by. the Beaſt, or falſe 
Prophet, Matth. 24.24. Rev. 14 4. Lake 18.7. 


. of which number we cannot be, becauſe all 


our predeceſſors came out of Popery, net- 
ther are we of that Remnant. But theſe are 
they of whom it 1s ſaid; the foundation ſtandeth 
fare : And of whom Chriſt faith, none ſhall 
Hick them out of his hand, And it was to his 
Diſciples that were of that remnart,to whom 
he promiſed to be with them to the end of the 
World : And alſo, that he will forſake none 
whilſt they keep to the Rule that he hath ſet 
before them ; but the Remnant were to re- 


main his Witneſſes all the time of this World, 


againſt the power of this Enemy, by whom 
they have been often driven nto Dens and 
Caves of the Earth. OG + 

\ | Chap. 
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| relievers juſtified by Chriſt which they could notb \. © 


by the Law of Moſes. 
NAINT Paal faith, 4s 13. 37, 38, 39, Be 
it known unto you therefore, Men and Brethres, 
that thre' this Man 1s preach 'd unto you the for- 
ffoeneſs of fins : And by him all that believe are 


from all things, fromwhith they conld not be 


tis 

Ps by the L aw þ Moſes. This may be taken 

' Junder a'two-fold head, 1.That none can perform 
the moral Law, to thuit petfeion as thereby:to 


become juſtified by it, without the Merits. of 


JChriſt. But the Apoſtle hath here his reference 

{to the Ceremonial Law, in that he terms it the 
[Law of Moſes, which, in this Book, *in feve- 
ral places; he treats of the aboliſhing of. For 


thoſe things thereiri contain'd''in keeping thert- 
could no ways purifie the Conſcience, but keeps 


ling the Commands of God does purifie the Con- 
Icience, and thereby produces a Hay life, fo as 


Wwe may with boldrieſs look by the ye ot por 
to Chriſt for acceptance and juſtification, | 
the imputation of his perfe& Righteouſneſs, 
For St. Paul faith, Ads i 3. 26. Whoſoevey d: 
nong you feareth God, to you is the Word of this 
Salvation ſent. And he ſaith; Heb. 11.6: Hethat 


[cometh to God muſt believe that he 1s, and that be 


is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him: For 
which promife ſake he alſo ſaith, 47s 2619; 


|Our twelve Tribes inſtantly ſerving God day and 


wehe, ys to come. Whereby we © there was 
lome of - every Tribe then converted vo che 


Chriftian Faith. And theſe were they mo | 
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32 Delievers juſtified by Chriſt, 


St. James wrote, James 1. 1. 7othe twelve Tribes 
which are ſcatered abroad, greeting. Theſe are 
they that are ſaid to follow the Lamb whitherſoever 
be gaeth, Rev. 14. 4. And, of theſe it isfaid, of 


every Tribe are to be ſealed twelve thouſaud,Rey, 


7. And allalong intheword allare incouraged to 
run the race for the hope's ſake ſet before them, 


And that they ſhall reap that faint not, Gal | 


Ch. 4.'V. 9. 


2: St. Paul relating how he was ſent of the. 
Lord to preach the Goſpel, 4&s 26. 16. And 
' What ſhould be the efftefts of his preaching, as | 
in the 48. verſe To open ther eyes andto turn.them 
from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan | 
a#nto God, that they may recetve forgiveneſs of Sins, | 
and an inheritance among them which are ſantiified | 
by Faith that is in me. Theſe words ſhew, that | 


until they were turned from darkneſs unto light 
and from the power of Satan unto God, ſo as, 


Satay muſt wholly loſe his ruling power in the 


heart, before they could receive remiſſion of 
on ſins, as, to be ſanctified by Faith in Chriſt 
Teſus, 

J And St. Paul faith, Rom. 9. 30. What ſball we 
ſay then ? that the Gentiles which followed not 
after righteouſneſs, have attained to righteouſneſs, 
eventhe vighteonſneſs which is of Faith, That is, 
the firſt Churches being brought out of ſin and 
- darknefs by a belief in the Goſpel, and a willing- 
neſs to yield their obedience thereunto, thereby 
they became juſtified thro the impntation of 


Chriſt's righteouſneſs. For a Soul-ſaving Faith, 
is 


- 0. 
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T phich they coidd not by theLaw of Moles. 33 3 


is of a purifying quality, as knowing by the 
belief of the Goſpel, they are his Servants to 
whom they yield themſelves toobey, whether of 
ſmunto death, or of obeatence unto Righteouſneſs, 


| Rom. 6. 16. And alfo Saint Peter -laith of the 


firſt Gentile Churches, that God parified their 
hearts by faith, AQs15.9. For having a faith or 


belief in the Docrine of the Goſpel they were 
| therein commanded to be holy in all manner of 


converſation, 1 Pet. 1. 15. 

And St. Paul ſaith, Rom. 9. 31. But Iſrael which 
followed after the Law of righteouſneſs, has 'not at- 
tained to the Law of righteouſneſs, wherefbre be- 


canſe they ſought it not by faith, but as is were by 
the works of the law : for they flumbled at that ſium- 


Ming ftone. Now the Queſtion is, what was the 
Law of righteouſneſs which Iſraes followed at- 


ter, and what was the works of the Law they 


truſted in? The Law of righteouſneſs,and works 
of the Law which they truſted in, was the Ce- 
remonial Law, with the Tithing of Mint,Anitſe, 
and Cummin ; but they left the werghtier matters 
of the Law undone, as judgment, mercy, aud faith; 
Mat. 23.23,24, 25, 26, 27, For which their evil 
practices they were termed, a Generation of Vs- 
pers, Mat 3. 7, $, 9. 
But whereas Chriſt faith of them, they had 
not Faith, was not only becauſe they beliex 
not in him: butalſo becauſe they . believell the 
word of God by halves, as to thethreatniings,and 
mercy, which is contained inthe word 4 which 
is the promiſe of Salvation to the obedient, and 
. 0 | nn 
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© 234 Believers juſtified by Chriſt. 
* likewiſe puniſhments to the diſobedient. But 
they,like us, believing the word of God by halves 
performed the lefler matters of the Law, but 
left the weight 1er undone z for which Chriſt was 
laid in Zzou as a ſtumbling ſtone, ſo as they 
ſhould not believe in him ; but this their diſo- 
bedience was appointed them for their former 
rebellion ; and the ftroke fell upon their Chil- 
dren that: were alike partakers with them in ini- 
quity. 


Now the Faith that had been fo long wanting 


in them, was that which Chriſt in a more par- 
ticular manner ſpake to: In that they believed the 


word ot God by halves, isclear by the parable 


which he put forth concerning Lezarss and the 
rich Man.in his requeſt to Abraham,that he would 
ſend Lazarxs to his Brethren to warn them, that 
_ they might eſcape that pjace of torment ; but 

Abrabam ſaid, They have Moſes and the prophets 
let them hear them ; bur he ſtill periiſted Saying, 
If one went to them from the dead, they would repent. 
But Abraham ſaid, If they hear not Moſes and the 
Prophets neither will they be perſuaded tho oneroſe 
from the dead, Luke 16. 27, &c- Whereby it 


Clearly ſhews that they did not believeMoſes and | 


the Prophets as they thould have done, ſoasto 
have lived a holy lite. 
Saint Peter ſaith of Chriſt, Acts 10. 43. 7s 
bam give all the Trogir, witneſs, that ao his 
Name whoſoever believeth in him , ſhall receive 


remiſſion of fins, 1hat is, fack as believe in | 


him according to the tenour of his Word, and 
3 Goſpel, 
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T which they could not by the Lawof Moſes, 35 © 


But | Goſpel, in which he requires our obſerving to 
do-whatſoeyer he commands us, Matth. 28. 20. 
And upon the will's conſenting to theſ® condi- 
tons, they received remiſſion. of tins. And 
whereas it is ſaid in the following verſe, Whzle 
Peter /pake theſe words, the holy Ghoſt fell on all 
them which heard the word. Now theſe that at 
| this time heard the word on whom the Holy 
Ghoſt thus ſuddenly fell were before proſclytes 
of the Gentiles, who truly fearedGod,& wrought 
| righteouſneſs, as in ver. 34. and 35. But others 
that believed, of the firſt Churches, which had 
e | before lived in fin, ' were to repent and be bap-, 
| tized, before they could receive the Hoiy Ghoſt. 
| Chap. V. 
Such as have Believed may afterwards fall a» 
way. | . 
YAINT Peter faith, Ads 3. 19, Repent ye 
I therefore and be converted, that your ſins may 
be blotted out, when the time of refreſhing ſhall come 
from the perſence of the Lord. By theſe words he 
ſheweth, that upon Repentance, and Reſigna- 
tion of themſelves to Chriſt, for him to have the 
| — power in the heart, at which time 1r is, 
that ſuch receive the remiſhon of their ſins; Yet 
their fins, according to the texr, are not blotted 
out, until the time of refreſhing (hall comefrom 
the preſence of the. Lord, So as if they again 
wilfully yield to Sin, their former treſpaſſes will , 
again be required of them. T1 he like the Lord ; 
faith in the parable, concerning the Servant that , | 
owed ten thouſand Talents, who beſought his _ 
C; Word ©, ; 
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” 36 Thoſe which have believed may fall away, "0 
Lord for Pardon, and his Lord forgave' him the | 
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debt. But for the Cruel uſage of his Fellow. 
Servant;his Lord again required his former debt, 
for which he delivered him to the tormen- 


tors,for that debt, which he had before forgiven 


him, Matth. 18.24, 26, 27, 30, 34- 
And the Lord faith, Ezek 33. b3z 14, 1% 
When l ſball ſay to the Righteous, that he ſhall ſure. 


by live: if be truſt to his own Righteouſneſs, and | 


commit iniquity, all hu righteouſneſs ſhall not be re- 
membred, but for bis iniquity that he hath commit- 
ted he ſhall die for it. Again, when / ſayto the 
wicked, thou Jbalt ſurely die : if he turn frombis 
ſen, and do that whichis lawful and right, he ſhall 
ſurely live, be ſhall not die. Here we ſeethat the 
promiſe of life 1s no longer to the righteous man, 
than he continues to do. righteouſly. Neither 
1s the threatned death to the wicked any longer 
than he continues to do wickedly. So likewiſe 
neither is the eternal life promiſed the believer 
of any longer continuance, than he perſiſts be- 
lieving that Salvation is to be had according to 
thetenour of the Goſpel. In which Goſpel is 
required, our love and fincere obedience, Mztth. 
10. 37. Chriſt faith, He that loveth Father or Mo- 
ther more than me, ts not worthy of me. And he 
alſo faith, Mark 8. 34, 35. Whoſoever will come af- 
ter me, let him deny himſelf, and take np: bis Croſs, 
and follow me. For whoſoever will ſave his life 
Jball loſe st, but whoſoeter ſhall loſe his life for my 


P Jake and the Goſpel, the ſame ſhall ſave it. Where- 


by1 it -__ ſhews that we ' muſt part with the 
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delights 
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ts, advantages, and pleaſuresof this world; 
o - Chriſt, as well as life 1 | ſelf when. call'd for. 
And Chriſt faith of ſome, .that they: receive the 
word with Joy, and for a while believe,” and: in 
time of temptation fall away,Lake 3. 1 3. Where- 


| by the Lord fully declares, the promiſe is no lon- 


ger to the believer than he remains beheving in 
him and his word : Which word requires our 


; | practical obedience ; The which if we perform, 


then are we his Diſciples indeed. For not the 
hearersof the Law arejuſt before God, but the 
doers of the Law ſhall be juſtified, Rom. 2. 13% 
But the firſt Churches being-in-a'. particular 
manner choſen and called, unto whom the holy 
Ghoſt wasgiven, whereby they generally ſtood, 
tho' ſome fell away by making: ſhipwrack'. of! 


proving of their day'of grace; whictr God ng 
Ts their hands, Math. 20. 16. © 
Chap. VI. 3 D | 
The Converſion of the Faylor. 
Oncerning the Jaylor, AQs 16. $0,31,33,33 32 


cle he ſaw,he then ſaid, Sirs, YYVhat _ 1 do to be 


Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy houſe, And 


they ſpake unto him the words of the Lord, and to all 
C 4 - that _ 
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Faith and a good Conſcience, r Tim. e. 19. butts: 
the ſucceeding generations of . the Gentiles: 
Churches that came in by the call of the Golpel,: 
with the affiftance of "the good motions of the'\ 
$pirit'of God, of whom Chit ſaith,” Many are- 
called but few are chofen, becauſe of their not 1m--: 


when, after he was awakned by the Mira- - 
ſaved? And they ſaid, Believe on the Lord Jeſus + 


: 
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' Converſion of the Jaylor, 


J® 

that were in bis ſs: The which - words. of the 
Lord was that which he: commanded his Diſci- 
ples toteach, Which was the condition upon 
which Chriſt: had offered Salvation, Mar. 28, 20. 
Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever | 
have commanded you, The which upon their wills 


canſenting to yield their love and obedience,in a. 


belief thar Chriſt was able. to ſave them, they 
were baptized. 

- And concerning Ph:lip and the Eunuch, As 
8. 35, 36, 37. Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
began at the ſame Scripture, and preached unto hin 
FESUS.. And a5 they went onthetr way. they came 


#0 acertain water, and the Ennuch ſaid, See,  beress | 


water, what doth hinder me to be ba nized ? And 


rage ſaid, If - thou believeſt with u thine heart, 


hou mayeſt ; and he anſwered and ſaid, 1 believe 
pn ſus Chriſt i is the Son of God. Now we are 
to rake notice, that this Man was one that-truly 
feared God; and in that he then believed that 
Chriſt was the Son af God, which | he no 
ſooner belieyed, but he knew that he muſt ren- 
der to him the like obedience.as he had done 
unto God : The which he believing, was bap- 
tized. And alſo the Text /faith, that Philip 
Preached to him Jeſus, and in fo. doing he 
teught him the. conditions upon which Chrift 
had offered.life and ſalvation, to which he muſt 
Yuen If he would . DOue In by him. - 


Chap. 


the Neckof the Diſciples. "x 

A Cts 15.6, 7,8. And the. Apoſtles and. Elders 
came together for to conſzaer of this matter. 
find when there had been much. diſputing. Peter 
roſe up, and ſaid umo them, Men and Brethren,” ye 


| know how that a- good while ago,' God made choice 


among #5, that the Gentiles by my mouth ſhould hear 
the word of the Goſpel, and believe. And God which 
knoweth the hearts, hare them witneſs, giving them 
the Holy Gho5t, even as he did unto uw. Now, 
whereas he ſairh, God, which knoweth the hearts, 
bare them witneſs, giving them the - Holy Ghogt, 
even as he did unto us. © That is, God bare them 
witnefs, that this belief an them, was according 


| to the tenour of the Goſpel ; and therefore God 


gave to the tirſt Gentile-Churches the Holy 
Ghoſt, as he did to the believing Jews. © And 
therefore he ſaith in _the gth verſe. And put no 
difference between us and them, purifying their 
bearts by Eqith. Here we (ce, that by this Faith 
their hearts were purified in their believing the 
mercy - was not to be received, : nor retained 
without a complying frame of ſpirit to the will 
of Gad, in yielding their obedience to the Goſl- 
pel, ;which requires our love to God, and his 
Whereas he ſaith in verſe 10. Now therefore 
why tempt ye God, to put a Vokg upon the neck of the 
Diſciples; . which neither our Fathers nor we were * 
able to bear ? - This 'Yoke which he here ſpeaks 
of, was Circumciſion,Sacrifices,and often Waſh- 
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Aboliſhing the Ceremonial Law, the loke taken off of : 


\ 


A 
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ings, and Purifications, which were very. bur. 


_ denſom, and not profitable ; for, they could wy 


ways make the comers thereunto perfett. But Faith 
in Jefus Chriſt begers a holy life : For in the 


- roy Fever Chrift is become the Author of | 


eternal Salvation to all that obey him, Heb. 5.9. 
The belief of this, makes Faitha purifying Faith, 
But whereas the Apoſtle faith, 4#s 15. 11. But 


we believe that through, the grace of onr Lord Jeſu, 


Chriſt we ſhall be ſaved, even as they. That is, the 
Believers of the Jews that were Circurmciled, 
which had yielded their obedience unto Chriſt, 
did alike believe, that through the grace of our 
Lord Jefns Chrift, they ſhould be ſaved, even as 
the Believers of the Gentiles that lad embraced 


the Faith, in yielding their - conſent to be obe- 


dient to the Goſpel. For, as the Believers of 
the Gentiles were ſaved through the grace of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, without Circumcifion, 


and the Ceremonial Law : So the Believers. of 
the Jews, did alſo believe that they might- be 

aved without them,as well as the Gentiles. But 
as for the Moral Law, we are as much” obliged 
torkeep it, as- ever Iſrael was, Rom. 2. 13. For, 
not the hearers of the Law are juſt before God, but 
the doers 'of the Law ſhall be juſtified. By theſe 
words, Saint Paul declares, that. the- Moral 
Law was in as full force'as ever it was. But as 
for the Ceremonial Law, which afterwards was 


' ferfmed the Law of Moſes, about which was 


this Contention; it being then to be aboliſhed. 
'This ts further treated of, 4&#s 2 1. 2:1: They are 
IOW informed 


- 4 0 


' v.23,24. of the ſame chaoter, it is to an a 
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mformed of thee, » that thou ——_ all the Jews 
which are among the Gentiles, to forſake Moſes, for- 
ing, that they ought not-to Circumeiſe their Childra 


neither to walk-after their Cuſtoms. And-fo in 


effect. 
Chap. VIIL. 


Of things ſtrangled and' Blood, _ 
OW as to the things forbidden in. the 
Ceremonial Law, which we are Rill to 
refrain, he ſingles out, and writes. concerni 
them, As 15. 28, 29. For it ſeemed good 10 the 
Holy Ghoſt, aud to us, to lay. upon you no greater 
an; fo than theſe neceſſary things, that ye abſtam. - 
from Meats offered-to Idols, and: from lood, and 
from things flrangled, acd from Fornication. Fl ele 
things not bales forbidden 1 in the Moral Law, 
it was thought good by the Holy:Ghoſt, and by 
them, to leave a' Command, - that thoſe thin 
ſhould till be refrained. But as for the Do- 
drine of the Goſpel, in which is included the 2? 
Moral Law, the Apoſtles had-before well in- 7 
ſtructed the Church in. In:which-Goſpel,there * ; 
is required obedience to all God's Commands 
and Precepts, with a Promiſe of the Everlaſting 
Inheritance to them that obey, Rev. 2. 10. This 
their Faith in believing the Promiſe,carried them 
out into all good works, even to ſuffering, an 
to death. 


p9 A_x X. 
What i fs required % a yy ty ay a Chriſtian in- |. 
_ 7 that he 1s alſo obliged to keep t 
Bw > tracing fo obliged to keep the | 
N A I To T * Paul exhorteth Timothy, To fight 
2 the good fight of Faith, 1 Tim. 6. 12. ys 
' Which Faith we ſee there is included a Battle to 
> fought, And St. Paul ſaith, The World was 
rracefied to him, and he to the World, Gal. 6. 14, 
And that he that is in Ghriſt muſt become a new 
Greature, 2 wy 17. Rom. 12.8, 2. And, That 
ye-preſent your boazes a living Sacrifice, holy, 2c- 
ptable unto God, which tis your reaſonable ſervice. 
pd be not conformed to this World ; but be ye tranſ- 
farmed by the renewing of your mind, that ye ma x, | 
rove what is that good, Loy acceptable,and 
will of God. - And 1n Epheſ 4. 22,2324. That. C 
| pu off, o—_—_—_—_ _e FRO converſation, the: old 
' man, whic ,' according - to the deceitful 
'. 5aſts: pin hon Ste in the ſpirit of your mind : 
A And that ye put on. the new "= which after God 
4 created in righteouſneſs and true bolineſs, Where- 
Oo foo Gal away 2% ſpeak every man truth to his 
9. Be not deceived, God is 
not. ray <4 Dechovir 4 man ſoweth, that 
ſuallihe alſo reap. For he that ſoweth to the fleſh, 
fball of the les reap corruption ;, but he that ſoweth 
to the ſpirit, ſhall .of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. 
Let us not be weary im well-doing ; for i due ſea 
fon, we ſhall reap, if we faint not. As we have 
herefore opportunity, let us do goed unto all , eſpe- 
{ cid anto them who are of the houſhold of _ 
> —_ IJ Ga 
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2 ſaith, Rom. 2, 13. For not tbe-bearers of the Lia 
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Gal-5-22,2 3,24. The frutts of the Spirit #s/love, joy, 
peace, long-ſuſfering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, 
meekneſs, temperance, againſt ſuch , there 1s no 
| Law. And they that are in Ghriſt, have crucified 
the fleſh, with the affeftions and lufls. Now, tho' 
there was no Law. to'condemn ſuch ; yet there - - 7 
was the Law of God to- guide theme; And: of 
ſuch as theſe the Apoſtle ſpake, when he ſaid, 
| They were not under the Law, but under Grace: The 
like he faith, Gal. 5. 18. But if ye be led-by he 
Spirit, ye are not under the Law. That is, not 
under the condemning power of the Law. For 
ſuch as be led by the Spirit, yield their ſincere 
-obedience to the Moral Law. Accordingly he 


are juſt before God, - but the doers. of the Law ſhall 
be juſisfied. And alſo 1 Gor. 7. 19. Gircumesſeoi 
s nothimg, and Uncircumciſron ts nothgng, but -the 
keeping the Gommanas of God. Anil St. Folm 
faith, chap. 5. 3. .For this is the love of God, that 
we keep his Commanaments ;, and his Commandments 
are. not grievous. And Chriſt faith, Matth.19. 17, 
If thou wilt enter into life, keep the Commanametits 
And alſo in John 14.15. If ye love me, keep" my 
Commandments. By all this, we ſee, we are-as 
much obliged to keep the Moral Law, as ever 
Iſrael was. But, whereas the Apoſtle ſaith, By 
the deeds of the Law, there (hall no fleſb be jufified 
in bis ſight , for by the Law is the knowledge of 
fin: Thar is, by the Law we are all ſenſible that 
we do nor live up to it, as thereby to become 
juſtified by it z and therefore, by it, all have 
wah 6 —w 


to that perfe&tion, as to become juſtified by it, 
without the. merits of Chriſt. But when I/rae! 


onſneſs of Chrift was imputed for ther Jun 
cation, And' of Zechariah and Elizabeth it is 


of the Lord blameleſs. So, if we render our fih- 
cere obedience to all God's Commands and Pre- 
. cepts, we may then look to Chriſt with bold. 
neſs for our Juſtification. For,tho' the Churches 


the deeds of the Law, or viſible works of Righ- 
teouſneſs, yet, not without an inward work, 


'affeftions, as being the foundatien to all good 


And alſo the- Apoſtle Paul gives charge that they 


That they do good, that they be rich in good works, 
ready to difiribute, willing to communicate, laying up 
in flore, for themſelves a good foundation againſt 
the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 
Life. By theſe words, he fully declareth, that 
works are a foundation for us to build 

-Our hopes of Salvation upon, as well as the me- 
rits of Chriſt ; for it is a conditional Covenant. 
— Andalfo from theſe words of the Apoſtle, we 
%. are to take notice, there is another time to 
F- COme 
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44 What is required'of aChriftian 


dee that they fin; for none can live uy. 


did-walk blamelefly in it, according to'the @. - 


aid, Lake 1. 6. They were both righteous before | 
God, walking m. all the Commands and Ordinance 


that firſt truſted in Chriſt were ſaved without | 


which was in the change of their wills and . 


ſhould be rich in good works, 1 Tim. 6. 18, ty. | 
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_ works, which afterward they accordingly walk- | 
edin, all that remained ftedfaſt in the Faith. 
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be bleſſed. And he ſaith, Heb. 11.6: Without 


faith it 15 impoſſible to pleaſe him :. for he that 


wth to God, muſt believe that he is, and that be 

is the Faith that ſtirs us up-ta all good works, 
whereby we come in as Heirs to the promiſed 
tercy. - For Chriſt * the Anthor of eternal Salua-. 


| rion to all them that obey him, Heb. 5.9. Who will 


render to every man according to his deeds. To them 
who by patient continuance in welk-doing, ſeek for. 
glory, honour, «mmortality, eternal life. . But unto 
them that are contentious, and do not obey the Truth, 
but obey ee, gov vo gndignation and wrath tri- 
bulation and anguiſh upon every Soul of mar that 
doth evil, of the Jew firit, and alſo of the Gentele, 
Bat, glory, honour and peace, to every man that 


| worketh good, to the Jew firſt, 4nd alſo to. the Gen» 
' tile, Rom. 2. 6, 7,8, 9, 10. For we muſt all. appears. 


before the Fudgment-Seat of Chriit, that everyone: 
may receive the things done in his body, according to 


' that be hath done, wbether it be good or bad, 2. Cor: 


5. 10. For not the hearers.of the Law are juſt before 
God, but the doers of the Law ſhall be Juſt Rom. 
2. 13. And God hath ingaged himf 

promiſe, to be the rewarder of good works; 
Prov. 19. 17. Matth. 10. 39, 40, 41, 42. Matth. 
5.'7. The merciful (hall obtagn mercy. And" the 


Lord faith, Kev. 22. 12. Behold, 1 come” quickly; | 


and my reward 1s with me, to give to every man ac- 
cording as bis work ſhall be. i herefore, upon the 


promile of God, St. Pawl faith, God is uot unrigh. \ 
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10 be aChriflian indeed. 45 © 
| cone before Eternity, in which the Saints will - 


| # a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek, him. This, 
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&-_ Peter faith to the Church, If ye call ou the Father 
/ 


teous, to forget your work and labour of love, which 
je have ſhewed towards his Name, in that ye have 
mimniftred to the Saints, aud do miniſter, Heb. 6.x0, | 
And whereas the Apoſtle faith, If he bad all 
Fanth,.1 Cor. 1;. 23. That is, Faith in God, and 
m the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, with a belief alfo, 
that good works are required ; and he knowing 
God. And therefore, if he did them not in love | 
to God, and_ love to his Neighbour, it would 
profit him nothing ; for it.is we have turned 
this Word into Charity, which in the Oripinalt 
is Love. But this he ſpeaks, to ſhew, that God 
requires.our Loye in all our ations. And ac 
cordingly he faith, It is a faith that worketh by 
lope, which is required, Gal. 5. 6. And there isno 
ſuch obedience as that wherein the heart is con- 
cerned. But as for them that know not God,and 
therefore love him not, they ſhall alfo be judged 
according to their works, So the Believers will 
be judged according to the.f ations, done with 
their afteftiors, For it is fiot only our believ- 
ing in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt for our juſti- 
fication will ſtand us in ſtead, but how we have 
believed in Chriſt as to obey the Dodrine of |: 4 
Chriſt, which will make us bleſſed if that day. | 
Wheteby we ſee, that tho' the Gentiles were at |. 
firſt called in, and juſtified by his grace, yet af- 
terwards all that were not immediately after 
.their Converſion taken away by death, were to 
be judged according to their deeds dorie in the 
body. from the time 'cf Converi:on, For Saint 
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"tobe «Chriſtian indeed, ar 


. | ho without reſpebt of [$6 judgeth according t0 


wy man's work,, paſs #he- tame of your ſojourning 


OF here #n fear, i Pef.*4..47:;; That i 1s;: the Believers. 
- [will be judged according ' to their deeds, from 


the time they were brought mto the true-know- 
de of God ; and others, -how: they. have im- 
proved: their day and ſeaſon of grace;in refrain- 
ng that which is evil, and. in ordering their 


| rerlation according tothe Goſpel. So on will 


he judged according to their deeds done in their 


| body, whether they have been good or evil: 


For, though we. tan-do-not of our-ſelves 
without God's affiftance yet F: is required: TY 


OR . 


t0 improve the advantages-and ſeaſons of g 
which he giveth us, and-to take tothe-Way pes 


Rule that he hath ſet before us, in which way 


| he hath-promiſed his afſiftance 3 z _ it is fuch 


will be bleſſed, - ... 
Chap. DR-es:78e 
| What we ought to fear, and hes we Gen, 7, _ 
:t0 fear. 


Ude v.12, Theſe are ſpots 5 in your. Feats of Chat 
rity, when they feaſt with yon, feeding. them- 

ves without fear, Clouds they are without water : 
That is, fox.any-to- feed-themſelves withour fear, 
the Apoftle terms them Clouds. without water. But 
for Believers to- be _timerouſly fearful of them- 
ſelves, becauſe of their: own Fs leſt they 
ſhould offend ; that fear is pleaſing in:the fight 
of God, -becauſe it, keeps them in @' diligent 
watchfulneſs: And were there not .great cauſe 
of fear, the Apoſtle would not - have ſo fore- 
D warned 
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| \. VE. we: cagh +to fear, P 
warned the Saints of that qoaring Lion, that wall, | 
about ſeeking whom he muy denour, 1 Pet.5.8. Ang || 
of ſuch as fear,/it is ſaid, . The Lord will: dalingy It 
em, who through fear of: death; were all theit life. 
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there is: comfort for them-that ſo fear '+But'y | 
for ſiich us are mijiruſtfully-fearful of the faiths |! 
fulneſ-and power of God,ithat he will not: per. {{ 

form his promiſe according. to his word; and {\ 
, theretore:they'will not venture the loſs of the | 
delights 'and advantages:of this:'World, fo as to. 
obey his Commandsand: Precepts z :of ſuch fear: | 
fd and unbelievimg'it #5 of whom the-Lord faith, | 
They ſball-have therr pays -um-the Lake which bur 
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eth: with'fire and brimfidneRev. 21. 8. Therefore 
St- Pail fanths to the Saints, Heb. Þ | 0.35 . Gaſt ut 7 
away therefore your confidence, which hath preatre. [* 
compence of rew-rd, That is, contidence in the! 
power and. faithfuildeſs.of "God; for as we'te- | 
Heve that God is, fo we:muſt believe that he «the [1 
rex arder of them that diligently ſeek him, Heb. 11. ſe 
wv. 6. And that-the Crown of Life, according to | 
the promile of. :the Loyd, will be given to then 
that continue fartbful 't014he death, Rev. 2.10} 
Therefore St: Paul: ſaith For ye have need of pa- 
vience, that after ye have dont the will of God, ye 
"might receive the promiſe; Heb.' 10; 36: For, who | 
ſoever doeth-the-will of :God,; comesinias Heirs 
. to the promiſe. And accordingly St/Paxl faith, 
'T Cor. 9. 26: I therefore. ſo#un, not | as-uncertainh : 
Jo'fight I, : uot "as" one that beateth the Air, This 
being the'Apoſtle's faith, his confidence in the 
” | faith- 
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the ſabje& to bondage;' Heb. 2. 15. Herewe 
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all E g/EN we. ouph 

[fithfulneſs of the: promiſer, which -made. him 
1 thus run and fight; for,..1n fo doing, he knew 
ft tha he was not at an uncertainty... And this is 
he faith of. belief which is to the ſaving. of .the 
W s {Yaxd, For verily there is a reward for the righteous, 
the [2 1 11. For God doth neyer juſtifie theun- 
© [godly by the imputation of the Righteouſrieſs of 


for FGod will no otherwiſe clear the guilty. 

1 Fohn 4. 18. Heſaith, Perfets Jove caſtetbout 
® i fear. ._ That is, where perfect love is,. it caſteth 
th, out "all ſlaviſh fear, but not a filial Child-like 
walfear ;: but. .it is: not every fincere-hearted Chri- 
xe Fſtan, can be thus aſſured they are made perfect 
we [8 1 love, and thoſe that are ſo, are fiot, gl 
rs [Mlured. that their loye will ſo echaig,” "For th 

he 1 
be. [94s s fallen from ber firſt love , for which ſhe was 
he |: Fog to' be removed. out of his favauryifſhe 

not x6pens and do her TA, works, Rev. 2. 4,51 


"Il Chrift the Authe of Faith. 
1 19 EB. a2. 2. Lookeng, unto. Feſus the Author 


te | 


to all them that ſhould keep his Coretars, 
there had been no ground for” Faith, or 

this. Faith Chit 

. | Author ; be which. fait or hope; cauſed all 

thoſe, Worthies of old. to undergo all.thoſe dif- 

ficulties mentioned in the foregoing chapter 5 

which are as a Cloud of Witneſſes to incourageaus 
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Salvation + Therefore, of 
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iſed, Chriſt, and by him everlaſting 
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ght not to ſear. 4s 


yo ; ICh uſt, but when they turn from fin unto God) 


ord faith of the Church of Epheſss 4 That ſhe 


mw! and finiſher of Ea. For, had nor: God . 
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SO "What it i404 ; Ta of God,” 
to ſuffer, and t to follow the Lord Jeſus thro' al 
difficulties. - Who, for the joy that was ſet before 
him, endured the Croft, deſpiſing the ſhame, and g 
ſet down” at the right hand of the Throne of God, 
ch. 12. v. 2, The which, if we accordingly deny 
our ſelves, in obedience to him, Chriſt will then 
compleatly finiſh our faith, in giving the Crown 
of Life to them who have continued faithfal ts 


the death. 
—Cag-XE 

_ What «t 5s to be borh of God; and to overcorfe Fe the | 
Bakates | 
TOHN F-. I. Whofoever believeth that Jeſu | 
the Chriſt, «5 born of God : and every one that 
loveth him that begat, loveth bim alſo that is le| 
getten of bim. Now we muſt always look to theſ 


words that, go before, and to thoſe that fo 
_ after, if we would come to a right underſtand-| 


ing of the word, For-in that he faith, They 
that love God, they likewiſe love Chriſt that 
begotten of him, or elſe they cannot be born off 
God : For if they, or we, are not' by our be4 
lieving that Chriſt is the Son of Gad, brought] 
off from the delights of this World, we cannot 
be bor of God : For it is ſuch a belief in us 
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jw. ole the Children of 6 Gd; nd by Eepingthe 
commands of God, it is/we: knowthat we love 


wy Gol therefore the Apoſtle faith i in v.3:Thes is the 
Efore br e of C God, that we keep his Commaniiments ; and 
and 6 lis Commandm-nts are not grievous, ” By which 
God, ; re ee, ore to God and Chrift, '15 in keep- 


[0s 'their Commands. And he faith in verſe 4; 
no eieoeer 7 is born of God overcometh the World: 
[and this 55 the vittory that ' overcometh the World, 
Phi n-0ur faith. 

 'Whar meaneth the Apoſtle. here, [in faying, 
— , | that by faith they overcame the World : He; 
* tHe rneaneth all the vain, fleſhly, and covetous de- 
. | fires of any thing relating to. the World, which 
[by their faith they overcame. Which faith, 
ke 't them on work, looking for'the reward pro- 

[ miſed, which is the Crown of Life.” But not- 
x withſtanding, ſome have again been overcome 
| by the World, and ſo made, ſbipwrack of faith 
[ . and a good conſetence, 1 Tim. 1. 19. and others, 
dy Win 2 Pet. z. 18, 19. They allure thro' the Juff 
| of the fleſh, thro much wantonneſs, thoſe that 
' were clean eſcaped from"them, who live m erronr : 
| While they promiſe them liberty, they themſelves are 
" the ſervants of corruption :. for of whom” a. man is 
overcom*, of the ſame is he brought in bondage. 

By which nothing can be more. plain, than 
| that thoſe that have had the New Birth wrought 

| in them, and have overcome the World, may 
again be overcome by the World, and brought 
into bondage, and ſo the latter end is worſe with » 
| them than the beginning, as in ver. 40, 21. Now | 
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from the. World, and whilſt he ſo. colititives- 
new-born,.or, brought off from the World, be 


& 


ſanneth not, becauſe he doth not wilfully commit 
lin. For the fos thatare notwilfully committed; 
will not be 1mputed, for Chriſt remains they 


Advocate, 


n 


. John 5. 16. If any man ſee bis Brother ſua fm | 


which is not unto death, he ſhall 45k, and he ft 


give him life for them that ſin not unto death,Now, | 


were there none but. thoſe that were- 16 abſo. 


lutely choſen of God, that:they could not fall |. 
away, 1t could not then be ſo-properly faid of |. 
them, that prayers ſhould give them life, that | 


never were in danger of death. And fo, on the 
CONTIary, if other o by the determinate Counſel | 


of God, were left under a neceſſity of damnation, | 


then prayers for ſuch would be altogether un- 

available, it being impoſſible that. the offender 

ſhould receive life by, them ; neither would the 

Apoſtle have 'given orders for them to have | 

been ſo prayed for. "pe e 

, p54 Chap. XII. 

How «t 1s that he that 5, born of God ſanneth not, 
= keepeth bimſelf that the evil one toucheth 

2171 020t. 


JH E: Apoſtle faith, 1 Johnc. 5. v.18. We 


: know, that whoſoever 15 born of God ſeuneth | 


not ; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himſelf, 
and the wicked one toucheth him not, Theſe words 


admit of a two-fold meaning: Firſt, That there 


was a remnant of 1/r2el ſo ſecured in Chriſt, as 
0s : CE Se ogy” they 


the man ;that. is born, of, God, is brought of 


* NY 


The begotten: of God:ſin not. 53 © : 


-C f | they could not: be. deceived, vecondly, They 
wht a reference to /all chat that. are- born of . 


God, ſ9-as, to. be brought. off from the ways of 
fn: Ang [kill they, are. thus borſ, gf Drought 

om: {in,. ſo as t Maintain a. 4; com- 
bat with. the W old, "hs Fleſh, and e Devil: 
Such an one then. can t lull y. commit . ſin, IN, 


bn | wok, their wills, and ..inc PLOT Ne te, 
al | zgainſt.an ;;Apdat they, RT their wills, and incli- 


w, nations.remain thus ſtedfalt; , Jt keeps t them.in a 


| Janth;; 1 know bim, .and: keepeth P22 


- | continual.reliſtance, 10,,as the. evil one. cannot 
| touch, them. Now -we-are D ks: -Notice,. that 
| by theig;unproviug their ſeaſon of grace, or the 


Jalents-which God; had. given them thy  Apoltle 


| faith, They kept themſe] yes,: [0 45: the evil one 
toucherh them not.. Fox -they which ;had the tive 


Talents, were to improve them, as.well as they 
which had the two, and one. But- whoſoever 
is again,brought off. from the ways of God, to 
the World, as to yield themſelves again ſervants 
to fin, the grace of God was by-them, received 
in-vain. Rom. 6..16., Know.ye not, that . to whom 
ye yield your ſelves ſervants to obey, his ſervants Je 
are to-whan ye obey; whetber- of ſin. xnt0.death,.-or- 
of abedjence unto righteouſi neſs. And. St,Zobn ſaith; 
chapy-2-4: 3, 4.: 4nd. hereby we da kit Gi Hhat wg 
know hivg;. if we keep big, Commandme? te. He that 

onmand- 
ments, 14.4 lyar, and the truth-is not 11, 7% This 
1s ſo plain, that; it. needs.n0. explanation, toſhews 
that it ,is.the practical knowledge. of God that 


is required. 
D 4 Ghap. 


» 
. . 
. 


Wt Pre oe ON LES. re gs 
* T 4 g 
5 


7N += *Ghap. XHI 
The ids, fu being born again explaned. 


for ag 1,213. There was a man of the Phy- 

of Yiſeesy: named Nicodemus;s "Ruler of the Few: 
the fame ( came 'to Tefus 'þ "might, and” ſard unto 
him, Rabbi, we know hat thou art a Teacher come 
' from God * foro mn can* do theſe Miracles that | 

thou doeſt,” except God be with him. Jeſus anſwered © 

and ſaid unto him, Perily, verily, I ſay. unto thee, | 
except 4 nan be/born again, be canmot ſee the King. | 
dom of God.” This the Lord aid to a* 'man that 
was a Phariſee, 'and a' Ruler in 1fae/'; and toa 
man that had a defire after the knowledpe of 
the ord;. but was'afh hamed' to come to him in | 
the | ight. of the World and fo came” to Jeſus 
by night; and thereforethe Lord faidunto him, 
as in the. foregoing words; in which the Lord 
had only his reference to fuch'as were aſhamed | 
-'N own him before mel, , and ſuch as live after 
the' fleſh. Now," Nicodemus wondering at the 
anſwer of the Lord; in verſe 4. ſaid unto him, 
How can a man be born Sibw'be #'old #* can he en- 
ter the ſecond :1me into bis Mothers womb and be 
born ?* ver.'4,6 Jeſus anſwered, Ferily, verily, 1 

fay unto thee, except .a-man be: born of Water, and 
os the" 4 T ; he: cannot enter-imo the Kingdom of 
| LIN ane of the fleſh, it fleſh; and 
born of” "the" Jprres, is ſpirit. \Theſe 
here, has no reference to 
the 4d] being borri again, nor 
r riots haye aways lived*in a ho- 


7 in and vpright converſation. For, firft, the 
Believers 


MY 


ed 
WEE 


' fleſh: That 1s, thoſe that embraced the deſires of 


"= beiagy born again. WY 
Believers Children: are in” -Covenant;. and if 
they die in their Infancy, are accepted: in and . 
thro' Chriſt. And John Bapryff was moved. by 


theSpirit of God with joy in; bs Mothers womb, 


the falutation'af-the bleſſed Virgin. And 


Chriſt ſaith Suffer  bittle Children. to come - unto 
me; and forbid them not ; for of ſuch is the Kong: 
| dom of God, Mark 10.14. 1herefore' -what--15 
here {poken by the Lord, of be.ng-born after.the 


* hath nor its reference to the natural birth, 


But as the Lord -had a figurative meaning, in 
faying, they muſt be born after the: Spirit, or 


they cannot enter: into the K 1.0f God, So 


the Lord hath here a-figurative meaning, as to 
theſe here ſpoken of, which - are-born.. of the 


the fleſh, and the world, and thereby-b 


| or bornof it, from which they muſt be again 


new. born, that is, brought off by forſaking that 
which before they delighted in, and their wills 
and affetions brou _ into a complying frame 
to the Spirit of God,- or they cannot enter into 
the Kinsdom of God. | 

Jobn 3. 8. The Lord ſaith, The Wind blowet 
where it liſteth, aud thou heareſt the ſound thereof, 
but thou.canſt not tell whence it cometh, and whe- 
ther-it goeth : ſo is every one. that 15 born of the 
Spirit. By theſe words the: Lord doth ſeem 0 
have a reference in the firſt-place to'them that 


were in a iar manner choſen and appoint- ” 
ed to partaks of theHoly Ghoſts and allo theſe .. 


. 4 


—the ad 
| -& 


words have a reference in general toall to whom 


» 
@ © * - 


Wp © "St - 


" 286 Of-being in" the Faith, 
the Word of the Goſpel ſhould come, accompa. 


_ with the good motions of the Spirit of God, 
as/rhereby to be brought off from fin. And alfo 
it'did ſignifie. the Lord's then withdrawing his 
Spirit from' [ſraeh,-the which was for their.-ſin- 


fulneſs ;-for' which cauſe: alſo it was, the twice 
fallen Children:of Ham. became more eftranged | 
from God: 'And tho' theSpirit, .compared* tothe | 
_ 'Wind, bloweth where ir liſteth ; yer the Spirit | 
bfteth not'to. blow on them by whom it is grie. | 


' ved. Therefore it'is ſaid, grieve not the oh 
Fprrit of - God, 'Ephel, 4. 30. [Accordingly it-is 


if they did fin wilfully, they then did deſpight t0 the 


Spiris of grace, _p to ſuch, the Lord will recom: 


pence verigeance, ' Heb. '10., 26,29, 30. For tho 
the Diſciples, or Randing Witneſſes, could-not 


- : S Gl ſo {e- 
urely ſtand. 8 hes did. not 
| hap. Xl V. 


"of being in the Faith, or turning Reprobte. 


CAInt Paul faith, 2 Gor. T3. 5. Exantine our 
x } /elver, whether ye be in the faith, prove your 
felves ; know ye not your own ſelves, how Hah Feſus 
Chrift is in you,"ex:ept ye be- Reprobates? "Nowin 


the Apoſtie's time there wasa'twofold way of - 
_ Ehriſt's being 'in the Churches ; for Chriſt ſaid | 
to his Diſciples, The Spirit that dwelleth with you, 


Jhall be in you, John 14. 17. becauſe, unto them 


Was as given the Holy Ghoſt to be in them, which 
afterward 


» £ 
. - 


_ faid concerningthem thats were ſanctified 3 That | 


be enſnared, nor Urn off by the Devil;;: yet | 


brought into ſubjeaion unto! Chrift;"by a ec 


: may' rule in the heart. Now the Goren 


| ſo received the $ pirit ;' of whon 
wardiheard of thei diforderly ; 
ay he writes to 'tHhem,- y by elves. 
whether they were In the Althe Ind: to pron 


_ them, then they had rebelled. from theie Tub- 


ron har Bron Bd... FI... RES. 


ifterward alſo was bur with'cheChurches Bur 


_- 


. Chriſt in every "tre \Belieyer, vfÞ be' ſo'4n 
-them,as to have the fuling- eee 


and affections, in that” i6ir! wills mult 'be 


plying frame of fſpitit , to his wif: | And'thus 


Chit iſt dwells in eyery true' Believer: For, who 
I: ſoever i is in Chrift,' in them is" requited' a thind 


ble to the will of Chtiff, that he Joy 


having embraced. the faith, in yielding; ths ji 
conſent to, be obedient unto Ch 


themſelves, herb: Chrift-were-ſtill-rhus:4 
them, or not for if Chriſt-were not thus 


jection unto him; and thereby,grieved the I 
rit.of God, and :ſo become Maprabares: - But. 
thoſe that had never Yielded their obedienct/ 
God, or Chriſt, ' cannet \properly be faid to be 
Rebels, or Reprobares, becauſe they did neyer 
own themſelves as ſervants tothem ;, but didall 


_ alobg yield themſelves ſervants tofin, for which 


they ſhall receive their puniſhment, tho' not.as 
Rebels or Reprobates. But Ifrael, whom 'G 
had taken intq Covenant with himlſelf,- they 
likewiſe were termed Reprobates for' their wil- 
ful diſobedience; for which they were rejected ,' 
of God, Yer. 6. 28, 30. They are all grievous 


revoIters, 


1 


or tuning Repribite. © 89 © 


riſt; and hadal 


\ 
\..3 6 
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F 68 Of being. in the. Faith,&c. 
: ', walking ey Panders : they are Braſs and 


"ak :' they are , all corrupters. Reprobate S:tver ſhall 
wen coll them, . becauſe the Lord hath rejefted them, 


Now... tho' the Lord faith, 7; he Spirit, like the 
"eh i bloweth ph ere it lifterh, but it liſteth not to 
NOW. .on than, y. whom: it is grieved.z and 
Ywefc Jr ach, was rejected. , 'Now ſome (of 
them mh were fallen into great iniquity, - 
d al ad | poken evil of St. Paul, and ſome 
| Diſciples - [Therefore he faith i in verſe 6, 
But 1 truft that ye ſhall know that we are not Repro- 
bates... As much as to ſay, ye ſhall know that we 


have: not rebelled, from our great Maſter, and 


refore not Keprobates. . wt it is ſaid, Every 
O " ; is his ſervant ; 7o whom th yield themſelve 
to obs 4 ja: they are to pts they obey ,whe- 
of 6 40th, or x of. obedtence unto righte- 


"NJ Lib xv. 
i Lofe that 5s now given the Be- 


TwOHN 6. 47: Chrin ſaith, He that heliendthi in 

| we, hath everlaſting life. Now we have mil- 
apprehended the Noeds of Chriſt; for the ever- 
laſting life that is now given the Believer, is no 
othe! wile £0, 5s onceget to the fanding Witneſs, 

in itayas to. {dam arty te in Paradice.. For, 

changed,  Ripiteoc imputed ; then 
| Eq the api 3: life Joſt by Adam again takes 
place ; of which everlaſting life, nothing can 
"gain diſinherit them, but wilful and preſump- 


tuouſly 


F Everlaſting Life tothe Be 


_ Chriſt faith, Rev.z.2,;. Be watchful, and fireugthen 


come upon thee,-- And likewiſe: St. Paal cautions 


prove that” which he had received," as t = 


4s AMS rs # 
IIS LE Mu 
BT nf 

y 


paptdinedenp 5 ; 


tuouſly finning, or negli gently and: careleſly de- 
parting from the} ways of God : Therefors 


the things which' remain that are ready to die *Y for 
I have not. found thy works perfett before God. If 
therefore thou wilt not watch, will come upou thee 
-48 a Thief, and thou-ſhalt not know what hour Twill 


the Church of Corinth; fearing leſt the Serpent 
a beguile them, as he begniled Eve, 2. Gor. 
1: 3. For if Adom- and! Eve had never ſintie 
Hey had-never died: Now the Churches thus 
ſtanding, were to take heed left they ſhouldfall; 
and-ro- fight to keep their. ground, thi reby' ti 
make their Calling an 4 2 
6 I, 8.10; 54 Hs: > 
And' St. Pasl faith, Phil. 2. {'12, 13% "3 06 
that worketh in them both to will and to db actoy 
mg 40 his own aſare. That is, It was fo 
far the good try Pepin | 
them, and reniew/them by his'Spirit, 
therh into a Apa No on fincere « obe er 


were to improve that which was gin. them 
and he that didnot according to his abilin 


fore condemned, Lode IF. 
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&: Saints, but the living Believer will then receive 


4 Believer not coming at go Gmail 


iſt Gith, John F. 24s "He that heareth : my 


md:ſball not come into ae 
fed from death unto. life Theſe 
; Lord may. admit of a two-fold 
meaning: That is;wh ilit the Believer continues 
believing, that'Salvation is to be had, according 


tothe | miſe of the Lord in the-Goſpel, in the | 


their love. and obedience. Whilſt he 
iy 1 elieveth, .he ſhall neyer, come. into con- 


ir 16 0s to his ſecond Com- 


and reſtore all things, as in verſe 2.2. The 
Judgment Is: then' committed unto Chriſt, at 
time...as inwerſe 23. ..4Þ,men ſbal, bovow 
e:S0n;a5 they: honqur #he Father.. The.which, ne- 
fr h beendone; for. the generality of the 
Jews litherts, Re not;; honoured. the Son, as 
'they5honour - the. Father. - Neither :by the 
[Turks 'is the Son honoured as. the Father. 


—_— 2 the Lord: 9 for the time 


--L08 whoſoever. he 
| jever, ſhall not 


everlaſt life that i is. now given 
ill be ſecuted: to.their. perſons 3 


or —_ - ets they wilk be put-into. capacity 


never more to offend : For not only the raiſed 


the 


ap0rd, and belteveth on him that fent me, hath 


gk ewhich time, he cometh to judge the world, 
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when an inherent perfect Righteoulneſs 15 gi Vets 
and the continuance of it ſecured: to.us;- bythe 


| Believers with Iſrael, are but Heirs to..-Aud 


vs, andthe preſent time, has occalioned 


x Tat 


cometh; the Crown of Rightes, 
toll that love his appearing, 2 Tame 4+. 8. For 


PII 


eſtabliſhing of the now-promiled, new, everlaſt- 
ing;Covenant, then is Life crowned-to:the Soul, 
This is the Covenant of Promiſe;which na;the 


be Chrift's,then are yeAbraham' 'sſeedand Hen 
cording to thePromiſe,Gal. 2.29:but when th 


the Lord ſaith;At that time when there is one Fol: 


there ſhall be but one Shepherd, John. by DER 


LE 


fore this will not be till the Lord-again: comes, ; : 
But we, taking all the Promiſes, as relating. 


ling into great miſtakes, For, whereas! he £ 7 
tai to his Diſciples, Matth,. 17.26. If Je. 


| faith:as a grain of Myſtard-ſeed, ye ſhall ſay.toThis 


Mountain, Remove hence.to yonder place,and it 
remove, and. 
Now, tho'at SR time the: Diſciples faith. was 
but-weak, yer afterwards, according.to: the pro- 


miſe of the Lord; they did greater Mirs les;than 


that of removing Mountains z; but t 
belongs no more: to us, than that, of ſittiy 

on twelve Thrones, judging the twelve: Tribes 
oc But, as :much-as we.can-do the;M \ 
fo-much- the: Promiſe belongs to..us. 
Likevic the Apoſile ſpeaking of the Gentiles 


els is giveg 


Sl 
Lerd 


again.comes,his other Sheep will be.bro F - ht ia 
to that Fold,with them that doſecurely ſtand. 


nothing ſhall. be hn wy wnt0, you. - 


'T ABelever nt cominginto Condenmation. 6, | 
| ' the Crown of Life. . For when the, Lord agai | 


M4 
. 
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62 2 Believer not comm into Condemnation, | 


- but to be with them, as he was with Iftael, yet 


-mone-of bis, Rom. 8. 9. That is, ſoas to have their | y 
- brought into ſabjeQtion to' the will of | 


_ 


which had receiyed the Holy Ghoſt, : Cor, 12, 1 
e no x that ye were Gentiles, carried away ; [ 
tot ob Idols PIELy My were led, Whers. | 
fore I; to utiderfland, that no mar ſpeaking | 
by i ler os Cod, calleth Teſus accarſel: 0 | 
that no man can; ſa). that Jeſus is the Lord, but ty | 
the Holy Ghoſt." Now he ſpake this of thoſe that | 
were.convinced by the Holy Ghoft, that Chriſt 
was the-Son of God. For the others 'that were 
not then thus:convinced, would not own him. 
But now-all the Chriſtians have learned by rote, 
to lay that Chriſt is. the Son of God, without, 
the affiſtance _. Holy Ghoſt. 

: e 'the firſt Churches were 
eglar manner choſen to be Heirs 
to'the promiſed everlaſting Covenant, becauſe | 
unto them was given the Holy Ghoſt, as the 
earneſt of their Inheritance, ſo as they muſt wit. | 
fully difinherit themſelves, if they miſt. of. the | 

pag! miſed bleſledriels ; bur to the ſucceeding Ge- 

terations of the Gentile Churches, to _ the }. 
ana belonged, as they before did to Iſrael. 
And tho' they were not given the Holy Spirit |,: 
to be in them, as he was in the firſt Churches, 


ne can-come inas Heirs to the promiſed Mer- | 
cy, without bringing their wills and affeRions | 
into ſubjetion unto Chriſt ; for he muſt be fo |} 
in them, as to have the: rulin -power in the | 
heart-; for be chat hath not the Spirit of Chrift ® |. 


Chriſt. 


8 Bu tever not comme into Condemnation. 8: 3 


—_— Therefore St. Paul faith, Rom. 8. 12, = 

']Þir if ye live after the fleſh, - Je ſhal die; but if y6 

thro the ſpirit do mortifie the =, of the body, ye 

{ſhall Isve. For as many 4s are led by the Spirit of 

God, they are the Sons of God. That is, whoſoever 

Iwill not be led by the Spirit of God, to obey the 

revealed Will of God; are not the Sons of God. 

[Therefore St. Paul, when he related who they 

ere, that were 1n Covenant, he there declares, 

It 1s the Believer that is in Covenant, and there- 

| fore faith ; If one of the Parents be a Believer then 

ne the Children holy, 1 Cor. 7. 14. Whereby we 

ke, a/l that come in as Heirs to the Covenant, 

re included as Believers. And the Believer is 

(0 longer a Believer, than he believes Salvation 

Is to be had according to the tznour of the Gol- 

Il. But when the Everlaſting Covenant is eſta- - 

(liſt: with 4braham and his Seed together; the 3 

which will be at the ReſurreQion of the Juſt, 1 

{vhich is at the reſtitution of all things ; then it 4 

[5 that God will never turn away from themy 

neither ſhall they then any more depart from 

ſtim, 

5h 32. 40. God faith, 1 will make an Ever: 
Covenant with them, that I will not turn 

aj rom them, to dothemgood ; but I] will put 

Þy fear #nto their hearts, that they ſhall not depart 

jrom 2me, This is that which crowns life to the 

þ ou, This promiſe is not only to the nattifak —=\ 

d of Abraham, but to all the adopted Seed \ 

lnat ſhall be found true Believers in that day 5 

ie t it is that the Lord will perform his pro 


: mil 


hp he ———_— - 
o PI 


FF  - O06 wen wwy 


LY =”, SF WT SW 


SS * Dh SS FF VS J@®7” Cy LY 4 


_— 
. 


64. A Believer not-coming into Condemnation. © 


miſe, as in the-39th. 7 will give them one heart, 
and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the 
good of them and their Children after them. Thi 
1s Clearly evident, that this promiſe was never 
made good tothe Children of the Gentile 
Churches, and therefore this promiſe remains 
to be made'good in' time to comexfor hs faithful} 
neſs cannot fail ; for, hath he jaid it, and ſball je 
not do # ? no, let God be true, and every man a lyur| 

Now Iſrael; when they were firft brought un-| 
der the Covenant, then was the time when} 


- 
; 


God ſaw them in their fin, and ſaid unto ther 
live: For when God brought them out off 
Epypt, they were then polluted in- their bloody] 
_ the which time,was the time of love ; the Lord 
then taking them. into Covenant with himlelf 
and thereby he ſaid unto them, live. But J/rac 
not obeying the voice of the Lord, in livinggeF 
cording to his Commands and Precepts ; theref 
fore they were caſt off of God. So when Golſ 
firſt took into Covenant the Tranſgreſlors of thep 
Gentiles,they: were then polluted in their bloody 
whom God then renewed by his Spirit, and} 
took them into Covenant with himſelf, and put 
them into . a capacity of obedience. And- thi 
Felievers Children were ſharers in the promiſe 
' Mercy, until ſuch-time as they grew to haven 
love to the truth, but, like 1/rae/, took pleaſure 
in-unrighteouſneſs: Then God left them 0 
ſtrong deluſons, that they might believe lyes} | 
That all might be.damned who believe not thif 
truth, bur had pleaſure in unrighteouſmeſs, 2 T0 | 
- 5 &-Þ ESE Ut 
ha 


l. | A Believer not coming into corndenmation. 6G 
But God hath promiſed all to:be with them, 


art, 
the | whilſt they keep the way ; and to the remnant, 


This}, of whom the. Diſciples ſprang, which were his 


ever] Fathers before, js given to Chriſt,it was thoſe 


wm of whom Chriſt"ſaid, None ſhall pluck them out 


+ of my hand; but that he wouldbe Ko them to the 
pal end of the Warld. Now when Chriſt firſt came, 
l be the Spirit was ſhed on Believers abundantly, 
jar Tits 3, 6. Yet notwithſtanding St. Paal terms 
un-j jt but night, to that approaching day which 1s 


net at hand ; and. therefore faith, 7he night is far 
* 


| che day, &c. Rom.-13. 12, 12. Thereby ſhewing, 
i| that in that day there- will be-no diſorder! 
ord Ewalking amongſt them; for then it is; that bot 
Ml | the-natural, and adopted Seed of Jacob, will be 
afall taught of God, from the leaſt of them,to the 
#0F greateſt of them ; foas they ſhall no more teach 
| every man his Neſghboar and his Brother. For 
300] then it is, The knowledze of the Lord ſbail cover the 
f Earth, as the Waters gs the Sea. I ſhall not 
j here in6ſt upon the Everlaſting Covenant, be- 
| cauſe I intend fully to explain it in another 


Tronule. 
i Chap. XVI. RE 

A Belief in Chriſt further lained. 
OW- whereas Chriſt faith, He that beltev- 
uſey } eth in me,or on me, ſhall be ſaved, And 

| the Apoftles alſo, Saying, He that Believeth in 
6] Chriſt ſhall be [aved. Which is no other, thari 
' in ſhort to declare, that Chriſt had ſaid, and 


op fpent, the day ts at hand, bet us walk honeſtly as in: 


il} manifeſted the way and method of Salvation :; .- 
But "2 which 
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which if accordingly be lieved, they ſhould be f@ 


. ved. Therefore Chriſt faith tothe Church, Rey, 
3. 3. Remember therefore how thou haſt received - 
and 


heard, and hold faſt and repent. If therefore 
thou ſbalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, 


and thou ſhalt not know what hour 1 will come upon | 
thee. Here we ſee the Lord calls upon them to 


t in practice what they have heard. Which 
if they do not, he will come upon them atan 
hour they are not aware of. And as the Thief 


comes to deſtroy, fo the Lord will comets the |. 


deſtruction of them that have his | word, and 
will not according thereunto wait for him, with 
a prepared heart inlove to receive him: For he 


faith, If ye keep my Commandments ye ſhall abide in 


my love, John 15. 10. and in the 14. v. Ie are'm 
Friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you. And 
alſo the Lord faith, John 8. 31. If ye continue i 
my word, then are ye my Diſciples indeed. © And the 
offer of mercy by Chriſt, is toall that will take 
his Yoke upon them, Math. rx. 29. And the 
Lord ſaith, Mark, 8.34, 35, 36. Wheſoer er will 
come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his 
Croſs and follow me, For whoſoever will ſave his 


life, ſball loſe st , but whoſoever ſhall loſe his life - 


for my ſake and the Goſpel, the ſame ſhall ſave it. 
For what {fall it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world, and loſe hrs own Soul. This loſing of the 


life for Chriſt, is to be taken under a twofold 


head. Not only when we are called to lay down 
our life for the defence of the Goſpel; but alſo 


advantages 


| I flenying our fglves the pleaſuges, delights, and 


-s 


i 


nw 
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advantages of thisworld, for this is ſpoken in ge- 


| neral, to all that will fave their lives to life e- 


ternal. According to this'the Lord faith, 7ohr 


| 42.25. Hethat loveth his life, ſhall boſe it, and he 


that hateth his life in this world, ſhall keep it unto 


4 kfe eternal. 


And Chriſt ſaith, Matth. 7. 2T.. Not every one 
that ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven : but he that aoeth the will of 

Father which is in Heaven. Matth. 7. 24* 
Chriſt ith, Whoſoever heareth theſe ſayings of mine, 
and doth them, is like to a wiſe man, that built hid 


houſe upon arock, So if welay hold upon the pro- 
miſe of life according to the conditions offered 


| by Chriſt, we build -upon that rock that will 


never fail us. So as when the greateſt ſtorm 
arifeth, that man will ſecurely ftand- ; becauſe 
be is faithful that hath promiſed. But if we be- 
lieve in Chriſt for juſtification, yet walk accor- 
ding to our own imaginations, and not accor- 
ding to his Commands, it. 1s building upon a 
faudy foundation,for which they will have dam- 


when he ſent his Diſciples to teach the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel : which was the conditions of the 
Covenant of grace. He then ſaid, He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, but he that 
belieyeth not ſhall be damned, Mark 16.15,16.That 
is, it was the Goſpel which then Chriſt ſent forth 
hisdiſciples to teach, whichthey that heard,were 
to- believe. Accordingly the Lord faith, Marth. 


nation. According to the word of the Lord, 


28.19, 20. Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, _\ 
bf E 3 baptizing. 
* ; +. 
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baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : teaching them to oh- 
ſerve all things whatſoever I command you: and by, 
lam with you to theend of the world, T hat is, with © 
the race of the Diſciples, which 1s of the rem- 
nant, he will be with to the end of the World 

_ for they are thoſe that none can pluck out of his 
hand. Andofwhom itis ſaid, they follow the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goeth. And alſo he will 
never forſake any whilſt they keep his way, in 
obſerving re do whatſoever he Commands | 
them. F TED. 
Now the Beliefin Chriſt that is ſaving, is to 

be grounded upon the words of Chriſt, that his 
righteouſneſs is to be applied for thejuſtification 
of the finner, according to the conditions as it's 
tendred by him, which-1s in the obſerving todo 
whatſoever he commanded them. For tho' at | 
the firſt receiving of the Goſpel, by his free grace, 
they were ſaved from their ins, by yielding to 
the conditions that Chriſt required. Yet all 
of them, that were not immediately taken away 
by death, were to be judged according to the 
rformance of thoſe conditions, before they 
could be thought meet to partake of the Crown 
of life. And 1in every believer, is required zhe 
faith of God's Ele&, that in the way of their love 
and obedience, they ſhall become Heirs ag the 

| / Zachens defired to be a Diſciple of the Lord, 
\ * and he knew, in being ſo,his Obebience was re- 
= uired. Therefore hefaid, Lord, half of my goods 
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Jeive to the poor : and if I have taken any thing from 
amy, by falſe accuſation, I will reftore him fourfold, 
Luke 19. 8. But many of us, like the Jews of 


| old, by their Tradition, made the Commands of 


God of no efte&t. So many with us, by their - 
half-faith, or' believing but half way, in that 


1 they leave out the conditions, upon which life 


and falvation 1s offered by Chriſt, have made 
their faith in Chriſt of none effect to the ſaving 
of their Souls, becauſe the promiſe of life is up- 
on condition of our Obedience:In which, whoſo- 
ever remains faithful to the death, ſhall have the 
Crown of life. But for any to think that Chriſt 
dyed to give them a liberty to (in, 1t is of ſuch 
God faith, Thou . thoughteſi that 1 was altogether 
fach a one as thy ſelf, but I will reprove thee, and ſet 
them in order before thine eyes. Now conſider this, 


| ye that forget God, left I tear you 1mm pieces, and there 


be none to delivery Pſal. 50. 21, 22. This forget- 

ting God, is forgetting their duty, as to yield 
Obedience unto his 'Commands. \ 

Put for our having Faith inthe righteoul-. 
neſs of Chriſt, ſeparate from good works,is dead, 
ſtanding alone, James 2. 20, 21, 22. But wilt thou 
know, vain man, that faith without works 1s dead? 
Was not Abraham, our Father,juſtified by works, when 
be had offered Iſaac his Son upon the Altar ? Seeſt 
thou how faith wrought with his work, and by works 
was faith made perfeftt. Thereby thewing. that 
a lively and perfe& Faith,always includes good 
works: As firſt the inward-work upon the wall 
and affections ; and afterwards good works put 
E 4 in 
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in practiſe. Therefore he. ſaith in the 26 verſe, 1 


For as the body without the Spurit is dead, ſo faith 
. without works is dead alſo. And Chap 1. v.25, 
But whoſo looketh into the perfetf Law of Liberty,and 
continueth therein , he berg not « forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man ſhall be bleſſed in hiz | 
deed. Now why is it term'd theLaw of Liber- 
ty ? Becauſe ſuch as walk in obedience thereun- 
to, are by Chriſt ſet free from. the condemning 
power of {in and death, 26.v.-.1f any man among 
you ſeem to be religious and bridleth not kts tonge, 
but decetveth his own beart, this man's Keligion is 
vain. V. 27. Pure Religion and undefiled before God | 
and the Father 1s this, to viſtt the Fatherleſs and | 
Widows in their afflittion, and to keep themſehoe: | 
wſpotted from the world. Here we lee St. James, 
as well as St. Peter, finds ſome that were wil | 
ling to take up with an imaginary faith, occa- 
Yioned through the miſtake of ſome of the ſay- 
ings of St Paul. Altho, the ſame Apoſtle in ſuch 
abundance of places doth ſoclearly explain him- | 
ſelf, by ſhewing what 1s required of them that 
are to be made partakers of the Crown of Righ- 
tequſneſs, as has been already proved. And he 
alſo ſheweth, that good works is a foundation 
for us to build our hopes of Salvation upon, as | 
well as the merits of Chriſt, 1Tm. 6. 17,18.19 
And healſo ſaith, It is not the hearers of the Law 
are juſi before God, but the doers of the Law ſhall 
be juſtified, Rom. 2. 13. And - that:we_ ſhould 
/ give onr Bodjes a living Ceerifice which ts our rea- 
Jonable ſervice, Rom. 12. x. And alfo that ” 
: | | mu 
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[uſt maintain a continual warfare, Eph. 6. 11, 
12,13. And as we believe that God is, ſo we 


[are to belieyethat he is a rewarder of them that 


diligently ſeek him, Heb. 11. 6. Nowinall 
theſe places .in which -St. Paul writes plainly a- 
zreeable to the word of God and Chriſt , the 


| Prophets and Apoſtles , we. will not believe him 
{in, becauſe they do not fo well ſuit our inclina- 


tions. But in thoſe ſayings of his, which we 
have not underſtood him in, we have placed our 
belief, to the contradiction of himſelf, and all 
the revealed will of God in his word. And tho' 
St. Peter did forewarn; us, that in St. Paul's E- 
iſtles there were ſome things hard to be un- 


{ derſtood ; which then, ſome did wreſt to their 


own deſtruRion, 2 Pet. 3. 16. Yet we have not 


4 thereby taken warning, but how we. ſhall an- 


{wer it before the great Judge, whick is juſt at 


| hand, we had need now to conſider before it be 


too late. | 

Now the Churches that firſt truſted inChriſt, 
being more Eminently choſen and- called ofGod, 
and by the abundant ſhedding forth of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt upon them, they generally ſtood. © But 
the following generations were but raiſed to that 
from which {/rael fell. And therefore,by their 
miſcarriage, we had need take warning. For 
the Apoſtle faith, If God ſpared not the natural 
branches, take heed leſt he alſo ſpare not thee, Rom. 
11. 21. And Oh ! that it gught be a ſufficient \ 
warning to us. Fr: 


Chap, 


L 
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Sheweng who are. they that are condemned already, | 
and who it is that will fiud Redemption. 


VAINT John faith , Chap. 3. 36. He tha 
believeth not the Son; ſhall not ſee life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him. This St. John 
fpake of them that heard Ch»zf, and believed 
noton him. The like the Lord faith of him- 
ſelf inthe 18 verſe, He that bebieveth on me, is 
29t condemned, but he. that believed not, ir 
condemned already, becauſe he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotton Son of God. By 
theſe words it is plain,that thoſe that were con- 
demned already , were thoſe that refuſed to be- 
lieve'in him. And not that thoſe were condemn- 
 edfor not believing in him, who never heard of 
him. For jf fo, the Lord had then excluded all 
the tirit Churches, who were then to be brought 
home by the preaching of the Goſpel. 

But we have falſly imagined from theſe, and 
the like words, as where the Lord faid to his 
Diſciples, Mark 16. 15, 16. Go ye nto all the 
world, and preach the Goſpel to every Greatare, He 
that believeth and ts baptized, ſhall be ſaved but he 

that believeth not ſhall be damned. Which words 

has only a reference to ſuch as believed, and 

ſach as refuſed believing, ſo as not to yield o- 
 bedience to the trath when they heard it- For 

according to the Commands of the Lord,St. Paul 
/ faith. The Goſpel'was preached to every Creature 
[ which is under heaven, Cpl. 1. 23; Now the 

Children did not fall under this na, 
. 


E 
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j 


© becauſe they were not capable of believing, or 


not believing. Neither do the Heathen bw 


| fall under this condemnation, who know not 


the Goſpel. For none ſhall be damned, for riot 
believing that they never heard. 

And whereas ir is ſaid, 1 John 5. 12. He thas 
hath the Son, hath life, and” be that bath not the 
Son of God hath not ife. Theſe words do not 


| exclude them that never heard of the . Son, fo © 


as none of them ſhall never receive life by the 
Son. For there will be a Redemption in the 
world to come, as will be fully proved in ano- 
ther Treatiſe. And when Chriſt comes to judge 
the world, and at the laſtand final Judgmenr, 
they are all ſaid to be judged according to their 
deeds done in the Body,whether they have been 
good, or evil. And tho' in the parable of the 
Sheep and Goats, there is but two ſorts men- 
tioned,yet there is a third'included : in as much, 
as the poor, andthe Children, were not capable 
to be made partakersof the bleſſing, or the curſe 
in their doing,or notdoing good to the diſtreſſed 
Sheep ofChrift, And therefore the word all is not 
mentioned, when he ſentenced - them to ever- 
laſting fire, Matth. 25. 41. And whereas Saint 
Paul ſaith, To take vengeance on them that know 
not God, and obey not the Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſhall be ponibed with everlaſiing | 
firu&tion, 2 The. 1. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. The word all 
he mentions not.But he includes them thathave 
the knowledge of God, and of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, yer 1 in works deny him,in that'they will 

not 
. 


”* #0 
not yield obedience . to him. And the Apoſtle 
faith, Rom. 3. 1y.That what things ſoever the Lay 
ſaith, tt ſatth to them who are under the Law. Sg 


likewiſe, what the Goſpel ſaith,it ſaith to them | 


that are under the Goſpel.That is. to them that 


have the Goſpel,and obey or refuſe to obey the | 


ſame. To them accordingly doth the promiſed 
mercy,orthe threatned judgment belong, And in 
theGoſpel is required our obedience to theMoral 
Law. And alſo heſaith, Rom. 2.11, 12. There 
7s no reſpect of perſons with God. For as many as 
have (inned without the Law, ſhall alſo periſh with- 


out the Laws: and as many as have fanned in the | 


Law, ſhall be:judged by the Law. By which we 
ſee,theHeathens that have not the knowledge of 
God, comenot under the ſame Judgment, or 
condemnation, of the figry indignation, unto 
which the wicked Chriſtians are, condemned, 
becauſe the law andGoſpel'only ſpeaks to them 
'that are under it. Neither did the Old world go 


into the fire of Hell. And-all being judged accord- | 


Ing to their works, and according to their deeds 
done inthe body, whether they have been good 
or evil. *ſherefore to them that has done no 
'evil - works, there will be a general releaſe 
'when they are judged. Therefore allChildrenwill 
"certainly be cleared.Neither do all offenders fall 
-under everlaſting condemnation. The which b 
God's affiftance,Iſhall further prove in al reatiſe 
/concerning forgiveneſs in the world -to come. 
But asfor thoſe Gentiles of old, ſpoken of by St, 
Pau/, Rom, 2. 14, 15, 16. Which having not the 
Law, 


F 
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Law,do by Nature the things contained in the Laws 
theſe having not theLaw,are a Law unto themſelves: 
Which ſhew the work of the Law written in their 
hearts, their conſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and 
their thoughts the mean while accuſing ,. or elſe ex- 


judge the ſecrets of men. by Jeſus Chriſt, according 
to my Goſpel. And the Goſpelfaith, that all ſhall 
be judged according to their deeds. Now 


Conſcience 15a true witneſs, which God hath 


ſet up inthe Soul 5 therefore. whom that ex- 
cuſeth in judgment, thoſe wall find mercy, as 


| by the Apoſtles foregoing words, ' he doth fully 


make appear. Bit as for all the Heathen, whom 
we have miſtakenly thought went to-everlaſting 
fire, by the example of St. Paul, we havenot 
been permitted to judge them, but to-leave then 
to the judgment of the all-wife God, * x Cor. 5. 
12, 13. For God hath ſecret places for Souls, in 
that great pit, which we know not of And ſome 
goes to the water,and ſome to the fire, and ſome 


_ topriſon-houſes. As will be proved. . 


.- But to him that ordereth his converſation a- 
right, God hath promiſed to ſhew his Salvation, 
P/al. 350. 2. And the Lord alſo faith, Bleſſed 


* are the poor in Spirit,for theirs is tle Kingdom of 


Heaven. Bleſſed are they that mourn for they ſhall 
be comforted. ' Bleſſed are the merciful, for they 


ſhall obtain mercy, &c. Mat. 5. 3, 4, 5, 647,8,9- 
And God hath promiſed he will give grace and 


glory to them that walk uprightly,P/:84. 1 1.And 
the like God ſaith, I/a. 334 35, 26.P/. 15. and P/. 


24+ 
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24- 3, 4; 5, Whoſball aſcend into the Hill of the 


| Lord? and who ſhall ſtand im his Holy place ? He | 


that hath clean hands, and a pure heart, whohath 
not lift up his ſoul to vanity, nor ſworn deceitful. 
He ſhall receive the bleſſmg fromthe Lord, and righ- 
zeonſneſs from the God of his Salvation: This is the 
man that is ſue to have the perfect Righteouſneſs 


of Chriſt imputed to him from the God of his | 


Salvation. - And by an uprightconverſation, in 
complyance to a:chief good, the Noble Hearhen 
gropt after Chriſt in the dark. And when all 
are judged according to their works, they 
then of a certain ſhall have their Reward, Rev, 


22. 12., Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is * 


with me, to grue t0 every 'man according as bis 
work ſball bez and ch. 20. 12,13. Ch. 2: 23, 26. 


Matth,7. 21. Matth. 25. 35. Rom. 2. 6, 13, 14, 


I5. James 1. 22. 1 Pet. 1,17. 2 Tim. 6.18, 
19.Plalm 58: 11. Pro.1 1. 18, c. 25.22.Mat 5. 112, 


- Now, when we find in appearance an abſo- | 
lute contradiction in the Word, then it is cer: : 


tain we do not rightly underſtand the true 


meaning of it : For when rightly underſtood, 
it all agrees in a holy harmony one with the 
other, by which mercy, Truth and Juſtice kifs 
each other. * 
Chap. XVIII. 
The Eternal purpoſe explained. 

Shall here further ſpeak concerning thoſe 

places we have miſtaken Saint Paal in. And 
firſt of the eternal purpoſe, fully proving that 


the Apoſtle ſpake only of the eternity that was 
| to 
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to come, Eph. 3. 11. According to the eternal 
urpole, which he purpoſed in Chrift Jeſus our 
ord. Here he doth not fay that God had from 


all eternity a purpoſe in Chriſt, But the word 


is only, actording to the eternal purpoſe; as 


looking forward to the eternity that lies before 


us. In which, in, and thro' Chrift, after the 
fall of man, there was a purpoſe in God asito 
man's Salvation. According to this St. Paal a- 
gain {aith, Zeb. 5. g. Chriſt is become the Au- 
thor of eternal Salvation to all them that obey 
him. That is, looking forward to the eternal 


_ Salvation that lies before us: the which in time 
Chriſt becamethe Author of. 


©. Chap. XIX. 


God's working all things after the Councel of his own 


will, explaimead. : | | 
AINT Pax faith, Eph. i, 11. In whom we 
alſo have obtained an Inheritance, being 


predeſtinated according to. the purpoſe of him, 


who worketh all things after the counſel of his 
own will: i hat we ſhould be tothe praiſe of his 
glory. who firſt truſted in Chriſt. Now where- 
as St. Paul faith, God worketh all things after 
the Counſel of his own will, That is, he here 
ſpeaks as to all the great works that God work- 
eth, that he worketh thoſe things after the coun- 
ſel of his own will, According to which Se. 
James ſaith, Known unto God are all his works: 
Ads 15. 18. Here both the Apoſtles ſpeak cor. 
cerning the method and way of God's carrying 


on of man's Salvation, with the ſufferings of 
| | Chriſt 
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 Clriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow, ſheyw.' | 


ing that the firſt Churches- were predeſtinated 
according to the. will or purpoſe of God, that 
they ſhould be to the praiſe of his glory, who 
firſt truſted in Chriſt, and therefore they were 
. fealed with the holy Spirit of promiſe tor the 


eſtabliſhing of the goſpel, and for the more ſe- 


curity of their ſtanding, that God might ſhow 
the exceeding riches of 

towards them in the ages to come, Eph. 2. 7. 
and alſo ſet a door of mercy open to all that 
ſhould 'believe in him according to his word, 
with the determined*puntſhments to them that 


ſhould remain in their difobedience, and the } 
intended glory that ſhould follow to the righte- 


ous Theſe being God's works, which he work- 
eth according to the counſel of his own Will 


And St. Paul had no other meaning , for 


the word all in Scripture doth not-include 
the whole. And St. Paul ſpeaks alſo in the 
like manner, if that he faith, Every man, when 
it doth but include a very ſmall number, as in 
the 1Cor.4. 5. He faith, when the Lord-comes, 
he will make manifeſt the counſels of the heart, 
and then fhall every man have praiſe of God. 
This all , or every man, , does bur ſtgnifie thoſe 
whoſe counſels of their hearts, are agreeable to 
the will of God. And I fear they will be but 
a ſmall number, that will receive this praiſe of 
God, compared with the whole. 1I could here 
recite many places, but having already proved 
in another book, I ſhall not inf6iſt much upon it. 
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| after the Counſel of bis ownWill. gg + 
7 Butwe not rightly underſtanding the' way of | 


Scripture-ſpeaking,therefore did not rightly ap- . 
| prehend the meaning of St. Pauh, So as we have 
| taken his words,to the contradictioa of thatGod 
that cannot lie. And who hath ſaid and ſworn, 


=_ he delighteth not in the death of a ſinner , 


 Thut rather that heſhould return and live Yet 


notwithſtanding,we have fo miſtakenly believed 
St. Paul, as to think, that by afore-ſight in God 
of Adam's miſcarriage, he did predeſtinate a few 
to Salvation, and left-all the reſt under a nece{- 
fity of damnation, decreeing them Reprobates 
before they were created,or the world in which 


| they offended. And' thefe opinions we have 
| taken up with, through the miſtake - of the 


words of St. Paul. Notwithſtanding the Oath, 
and word, and all the declarations of-God to the 


| contrary,Gen, 6. 5, 6. Fer. 18.8, 9, 10. Ezek. 18, 


22,255 24, 25. 7 ; 
And whereas St Paul ſaith,T:tas 1.2. In hopes 


| of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie. promiſed 


before the world began. His meaning here was 
no other than that God promiſed eternal life,be- 
forethe world began, in which they were tore- 
cetve it. Which world is the world to come,in 
which al! they that obey him, are promiled e- 

ternal life. | 
[have alſo fully proved by the word in ano- 
ther Treatiſe that is to come forth,. that it was 
after the fall of Adam, that the decree was 
made, that the entrance into life, ſhould be 
F made 


v0 - Gods working al who "nes, Ce | 
made ſtrait,and how that Araineſs doth conſt. | 


Chap. XX 
Choſen from the foundation, and before the foundz. 
ton, explained. 


I Have in the fore-mentioned Book by the 


word fully proved what 1s meant by being 


Choſen from the foundation of the world. Ang 
alſo proved, that in the word thereis mention 
made of three evers, three times, three genera. 
tions, three worlds; and that there Was none 
choſen before the foundation of the material 
Heavens and Earth, That: theſe three worlds 
ſpoken of in Scripture, are three worlds of peo- 
ple. Firit, that which ſprang from Adam. Se. 
condly that which ſprang from the Seed of oa, 
And thirdly, That the foundation of the world 
to come'was laid in the ſeed of Abraham, when 
God brought them out of « Agypp,and laid _ 
for the foundation of the Hd to come. 
all that comes in Heirs to that world, oy , 
as the Seed of A5raham, irom the foundation of 
Which world, was Chriſt figuratively flainin 
_ the Paſchal Lamb. And from that foundation 
| of the world, was the works of thoſe unbeliev- 
ing fews tiniſhed 3 when they thro' their un- 
belief, refuſed to go to fight for the land of C4 
Naan, therefore were condemned to die in the 
wilderneſs from 20 ears old and upward, fave 
Caleb, and Joſhua. 

And then after this miſcarriage, God e: 'eced, 


and ſecured a reginant in Chriſt of that foun- 
dation 


C hoſen from the Foundation, _ 
dation which was then a laying in 1/rael for 
the world to come. | bo 

But for Irae/'s miſcarriage, God did likewiſe 
elect , and make choice of the firſt Gentile 
Churches to partake of the' Holy Ghoſt , 


[and God choſe them before the body of 


Ifrael, which were the foundation of the world 


. | to come. And therefore the. Apoſtle Pau ſaith, 


They were choſen in Chriſt before the foun- 
dation of the world;'That 1s, before the body 
of 1ſrael, who were the foundation of the. 
World to come. And this not as to 
[matter of time, but as to matter of choice, 


land liking in God, rather to appoint and make 


choice of them that ignorantly offend him, to 
call them in by a particular calling', and 
give to_ them , with the remnant the Holy 
Ghoſt, that they thereby might bear their teſti- 
mony to the world-of the truth of the Goſpel, 
rather than thoſe of 1ſrae} that did wilfully re- 
bel, and would not be a light to the world. All 
theſe things are fully, and clearly proved in the 
other Treatiſe, with the hardning of Pharaoh's 
heart. And what it was: God hardned him in. 
Shewing that it wasnotin fin and cruelty,but 
for his fin and cruelty God hardened him in 
unbelief, ſo as he ſhould not believe the miracles 
done by Mu/es, to come from God And there- 
fore he followed them into the Red Sea, where 
he and his Army were deſtroyed. And therein 
alſo is ſhewed, what is the meaning of being 
before of old ordained to this condemnation. 
F 2 New, 


$2 MAcallt0 the eteranl Inheritance! | 


Now there was none of the Apoſtles that } 
were Scholars but St. Paul. And to underſtand 
ſome part of his Epiſtles,has been more difficult, 
than all the writings of the reſt of the Apoſtles 
And, according to the ſaying of St Peter, many 
poor Souls have wreſted chem to their own De- | 
ſtruction. 
| Chap. XX[. 

The Call to the Eternal Inheritance,explained. 


LAT. Pant faith, Heb. 9. 15, 16. That thy 
which are called might receive the promiſe of 
the eternal Inheritance. 
This he does not only ſpeak of them that had 
the peculiar calling, as the remnant choſen from 
among Jrael, and of the firſt Gentile Churches, 
which were likewiſe choſen to. bear their Teft- 
mony to the truth. But theſe words had alfo 
a reference to all Iſrael who were all called, and 
unto whom the promiſes belong'd, and to their 
Children. So the promiſes belonged to them | 
that were ca:led of the Gentile Churches, and 
their Children. And unto all to whom the word 
of God ſhall come, accompanied with the good 
motions of the Spirit of God ; tothem Jikewil | 
does the promiſe of the Erernal Inheritance bs | 
long, if they according to the condition, as it | 
tendred, will lay hold of it. And whoſoever 
continues faithful , ſhall, at the end, have the 
frufion of the eternal inheritance that was pro- 
miſed upon thoſe conditions, A#s 10. 35. For i 
every Nazion, he that feareth God, and worketh 
Righteouſneſy 


« 


| Acall to the eternal Inheritance. $83 © 
| Righteouſneſs, is accepted. with him. . And it was 


the Gentiie Nations that 4braham had the pro- 
miſe from God, to be Father to, Rem. 4. 17.And 
when the Gentile Natzons were called in, 1t was 
then God made good his word to Abraham, and 
then did the promiſe belong to them, and their 
Children, as it did to I/rael and their Children. 
Soas they might receive the promiſe of the E- 
ternal Inheritance upon the conditions offered. 
Now the firſt Gentile Churches were aot only 
called,that they might receive the promiſe of the 
Eternal Inheritance, Lut they had alſo the Holy 


| Ghoſt given to them, as the earneſt of. that In- 


heritance which afterwards they ſhould receive, 


| if they did not diſinherit themfelves. And to 


their Children that followed after them, did the 


| promiſeof the Eternal Inheritance belong. But 


atthe time that-any Nation or people have not. 
the Goſpel, at that time they have not the call. 
At which time, the promiſe of Eternal ' Inheri- 
tance belongs not to them. Yet they arenot ex- 
cluded all mercy. But where the word of Gad 
is, as the call thereof is rightly underſtood, there 
it is, where the eternal Life may be laid hold on. 
But ſuch as by often finning have cauſed God 
to withdraw the good motions of hisSpirit from 
them, they are thereby left to blindneſs of mind. 
And as God was with the natural Seed of Abra- 
ham, till they by often ſinning cauſed him to 
withdraw from them: So God was with the 
Nations of the adopted Seed of Abraham, till 

F 3 ſuch 


ſachtime, as by often ſinning, they cauſed God 
to with-draw from them, and leave them to ſtrong - 
delufions to believe lies, 2 Theff. 2. 10, 11, 12, 


Chap. XXII 
_The Gifts and Callings of God explained. 


——— 
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CT. Paul faith, Rom. 11. 29. The Gyftrand 
_J Callings of God are without Repentance. That 
Is, according to the conditions upon which God 
calls them, they are without Repentance from 
him. But by the diſobedience of many that 
have beencalled, the call has proved uneffecual 
to them, to the ſaving of their Souls. There- 
fore St. Paul ſaith, He kept ugder his body, left 
that by any means when he had preached to 
others,h2 himſelf ſhould be a caſt-away, 1 Cor, g. 
27.And he neyer declared himſelf to be ſure of | 
the Crown of righteouſnels, till at his departure, 
when the end had crown'd his work, 2 7m. 
4 7, 8. Neither was the Crown of life, any 0- 
therwiſe promiſed. But the Apoſtle in this place - 
had his reference to the general Callings, as of | 
Iſrael, and the Gentile Churches. But more 
culiarly to the time when I/rael will again 
be called in, at the time of the Reſtitution of all 
things. . For when the Lord comes again to | 
Zion, \t 1s then he will turn away ungodlinels 

from 7acob, Rom. 11. 25, 26. 
And then it is, God will ſeeno iniquity 1n 
Jacob, when he hath purged all iniquity _ 
them 


| «Adding tothe Church explained. $85. © 
\ them. For they are the ele, unto whoſe per- | 
. ſons the promiſe is made to, as Rom. x «. 28.For 


they are ' beloved for their Fathers ſake And 
then the believer 1a Chriſt will partake with 
them of the Eternal Inheritance, that 1s but in 
this time promiſed. Unto which Inheritance the 
perſons ofche firſtGentileChurches were choſen, 
and had given themtheHoly hoſt as the earneſt 
of that Inheritance which they ſhould be heirs 
to, world without end, if they did not dif- 
inherit themſelves. For the. Seed that is, in 
Chriſt and Iſaac, is them that have the Spirit of 
Chriſt, and them that have a mind and will 
brought into Subjection unto the mind.and will 
of Chriſt ; without which they are none of his 
Rom. 8: .9, 14. But when 1ſrael is reſtored, God 


. will give them one heart,and one way,that they 


may fear him for ever, 7er. 32. 39. for the good 
of them and their Children after them. 

Chap XXLII. | 

Adding to the Church, and ordaining to Eternal 

Lofe explained. and Chriſt dyag for the world. 


T. Peter ſaid to rheJews, Acts 2. 47. And' the 
Lord added to the Ghurch daily ſuch as ſhould 

be ſaved. This he ſaid to the Jews, becauſe the 
generality of them were excluded the then mer- 
Cy, ſo that ſuch of them as were not left to 
blindneſs were daiiy added to the Church. For 
Chriſt, in Z:on, was laid as a ſtumbling ſtone. 
And as for thoſe Gentiles that were ordained to 
F 4 eternal 


| $86 Orduming to Ftemal Life. 
4 eternal Life, they were called in by the con- 
vincing power of the Spirit, which went with 


the word of the Diſciples, whereby they did | 
yield their aſſent to be obedient to the truth, 


which they no ſooner did, but God juſtified 
them by his grace, and glorified them by his 


giving to them the Holy Ghoſt to be in them, ' 


whereby he did abound to them in all wiſdom 
and prudence, and in divers miracles, and gifts. 
This isthat in whichGod did manifeſt himſelfto 
them, as he did not unto*the world. Theſeare 
they which Chriſt prayed for with hisDilſciples, 


that ſhould believe in him thro' their word. | 
Which was by the word preached by the month | 


of the Diſciples, by whom the firtt Churches 


were gathered. For the word of God, and Chrift, 


was never term'd the word of the Diſciples.But 
the firſt Churches receiving the word from the 
mouth of the Diſciples, therefore ſaid by Chriſt, 
to believe in him thro' therr word. But when the 


Holy Ghoſt was ſhed forth abundantly on the 


firſt Churches, then the Holy Ghoſt became an 
evident witneſs to the world that God had ſent 
Chriſt. So as the world did not believe thro' 
the Word of the Diſciples, bnt through 
the convincing {ignsand wonders, and mighty 
power of the Spirit of God that was ſeen a- 
mongſt the Churches. The which did bear 
witneſs,it was the word of God that was taught 
amoneſt them. For had we had: no other 
witneſs than the word of a few Diſciples, that 
Chriſt was the Son of God, there had been -' 
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the Holy Ghoſt was thus given. And the Lord 


Criſt Dying for the Wl % 


' 4 reaſon for the world to have believed{ it. But 
the vicible witneſs of the Holy Ghoſt, bearing 


| witneſs to the truth of what theDiſciples taught, 


was the convincing argument to the world, that 
God had ſent Chriſt, as thereby they might take 
hold of the offered mercy by him, on the conh-. 
dition as it 1s tendred. And if we are found 
in our duty, according to the capacity God has 
put us i, we then ſhall not want his affiftance 
to enable us to do that which he requires of 
us. But as for the Diſciples,and firſt Churches, 
Chriſt in a particular manner prayed for, as he 
did not for the world, 7ohn 17. 21. That they all 
may be one, as thou Fithey art m me, and I in thee, 
that they al may be one in a : that the' world" 
believe that thou haft ſent me, Now, whereas the 
Lord faith, that they may be one in us. That was, 
in that they were made partakers'of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which both them that were firſt given to 
Chriſt of the Father, and the firſt Churches that 
ſhould believe in him thro' their word received 
from the mouth of the Diſciples, 'were alſo 
partakers of that one Spirit with God and 
Chriſt, and thereby becagie one with them, in 

being united by one Spirit. For the Spirit 
that was before» with the Diſciples, was given 
to be in them, John 14. 17. That they ſhould 
be to the praiſe of his glory who firſi truſted im 


Ghrift, Eph. 1. 12. 
And this was evident to the world when 


hers 
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here co that by this clear manifeſtation to 
the world,the world might believe thatGodhad 
ſent him; Forwhen the world believed that 
God had ſentChriſt by theConvincingSigns and 
wonders, miracles, and gifts of the Holy. Ghoſt 
that was then given, part of the world em-_ 
braced the Faith, as St. Paz! declareth, and the 
word. brought forth fruit mm "hems as it did in the 
Churchof Colhloſſe , Chap. 1..6 For according 
to. the Command of Chriſt, he Goſpel was 

ched toevery Greature under Heaven,C ol 1.23, 
And by. the mighty ſigns and wonders that 

amed the Word , they were under.a | - 

conviction, that Chriſt was: the Son of God 
And then there. was a power in them., to 
go to him for the offered. mercy. But when 
God, for ſin, , withdraws, from a Perſon, Peo- 
ple or Nation he then leaves them to blind- 
nels, as he did Iſrae?, and Chriſt fo died for 
the World ,, that all that have not dilin- 
herited themſelves will rezp benefit by it. 

Now the firſt Churches were as a Candle 
lighted- up by the Lord to enlighten the 
World, who lay in Wickedneſs and Dark- 
neſs. And they being to withſtand all the 
fury of the Enemy at the Publication of the | 
Goſpel. 7 herefore they had ſo great a por- 
tion of the Spirit given them. 

And it was them whom theDiſciples taught, 
that received the Word from their mouth, 
and ſo. believed in Chriſt thro' their Word, 


to 
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to whom Chriſt made theſe promiſes, Maurki6. 
15, 16, 17. Go ye into all the World, and 


' preach 'the Goſpel to every Creature. And theſe. 


figns ſball follow them that believe, ' In my 
Name ſhall they caſt out Devils, They 
ſhall ſpeak with new Tongues, they ſhall 
take up Serpents, and if they drink any deadly 
thing 1t ſhall not hurt them. They ſhall lay 
hands on the Sick and they ſhall recover. By 
theſe words we ſee nothing can be more 
plain, than that Chriſt ſpake .this of the then 
time, and of them rhat ſhould believe in-him 


_ through the Word of the Diſciples as re- 
ceived from their mouth. For: this Chriſt 


ſpake of the remnant , and firſt Churches, 
unto whom the Holy Ghoſt was given tq 
be in them, and of whom - St John faith, 
Te need not that any man teachyou, but asthe ſame 
anointing teacheth you all things, and is true, 
and is no lie, 1 John 2. 27, This the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks of them, who had the Holy 
Ghoſt given to be in them, they needed - 
no other teaching, but as the ſame anoin- 
ting taught them, But ſome, not obey- 
ing the Spirits teaching, went out from 
them,that was not of that remnant,as in thei 9v, 
But the Holy Ghoſt was not given to any 
till they were firſt brought home by the 
Call of the Word to yield their conſent to 
the tender of his Grace, as to turn from 
every evil way. For the Holy Ghoſt could 
| not 
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not be received into an unclean Heart. 
And the Holy Ghoſt was then given, that 

thereby the world might believe that God 


had fent Chriſt. 
And alſo St. Paul, of the then time, ſaith, 


That God was in Chrif reconciling the World | 


 #nto himſelf, not imputing to them their Tre. 
- paſſes,2 Cor. 5. 19. (That 1s, not laying their 
paſt ſins to the charge of them , that laid 
hold of the' tender of his Grace) So as none 
need fear, if they are not Elected, they ſhall 
hot be accepted. 

And after the Nations of the World had 
embraced the Faith , the Lord continued a 
ſtanding Witneſs amongſt them always to 
- bear their Teſtimony to the Truth of the 
Goſpel And they are they that lie in the 
ſtreet of the Great City. And when the 
Gentile Nations fell away as Iſrael did ; they 
remained. to bear. their Teſtim:ny to the 
truth againſt all the fury of the Antichriſti- 
an Enemy. And when we come rightly to 
underſtand who were the Servants to whom 
Chriſt delivered the Talents ; none will then 
think that the Fountain of all Wiſdom and 
Reaſon carries on his works according to 
the Council of his own Will, guided with. 
out Reaſon. 

All theſe things that I have now hinted, 
will by God's affiſtance, be fully and clear- 
ly proved in a ſhort time. And let us not 
| decelve 
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deceive our ſelves by a falſe Faith, or an ima- 
ginary Election. For theElec (that lie in the 
Street of the great City , and cry day and 
night unto God , by reaſon of the Op- 
preſſion of the Enemy) we are not. 

And as for the Ele& that -are to be. ga- 
thered from the four Winds, we have not 
apprehended who they are,andthey will appear 
to be them, that we are little aware of, as 
will be proved in the next Treatiſe. In 
which will be the figns of the times z The - 1 
coming of the Lord z The Calling in of. I/raet; 
The Deſtruction of Babylon; And the Reſtitution 
of all things, clearly made evident by the word. 


Therefore we had need look to it, how 
we ſtand as believers, leſt we ſhould have 
believed in vain , for the Lord is at hand, 
who will judge us according to our deeds, 
and according -as our Works have been. 

Now the Lord, of his mercy cauſing the 
true meaning of his Word to break forth 
for the vindication of his Juſtice, and for 
the exaltation of his mercy , let us therefore 
prepare for his coming , and unite to ſerve 
the Lord with one conſent, and be found of 
him 1n peace. - 

St. Paul faith. upon the firſt publication 
of the Goſpel, How ſball they hear without a 
Preacher ? And how ſhall they preach except 
they be Jent? Rom, 10. 14, 15. For ip | 

r | 
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f firſt Publiſhers of the Goſpel were ſent forth 
- Sy the Lord, and inftructed by him- what 
- to teach. But. when the Goſpel was eſtabliſh, 
-.-* they the Apoſtle ſaid, Gal. 6. 16. And as 
many as walk according to this Rule, peace be 
on them, and mercy, and upon the Iſrael of God. 
And then they were not 40. wair for new 
Calls, but to walk according. to the Rule *' 
- - that was ſet before them , leſt they ſhould 
+ -. be caſt off again as Iſrael was. For God 
by his word continually . calls upon us to | 
walk in obedience to*him: But ſuch as re- | 


» 
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fule to obey, are the ground bearing Thorns 
and Briers, which is rejetled, and is nigh unto © 


curſing z whoſe end is to be burn:d, Heb. 6, 
verſe $.Mat. 16.24,25, 26, 27, Mat. 3. 10. 

But the offer of mercy is to whomſoever will 
that they may comeand take the waters of life 
freely,Rev.22.17. That is, If they are willing to 
yield ſubjection to his laws, then they may free- 
ly come.For every one that thirſteth are invited 
to the waters,and they that have no moncy may 
buy and eat, without meney and without price, 
Iſa. 55. 1. So as the poor are not excluded for 
want of money ; nor the Gentile {1nners upon {| 
the publication of the Goſpel, were not exclud- 
ed for want of Righteouſneſs , if they did thirſt } 
after it. For the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt was | 
imputed for the Juſtification of any that were 
Willing for the future to render their ſincere 0- 

bedzence to him, For it was their paſt ſins, that 
were 


C 


And tho! the remnant a $1 
| Not fore:choſen far-their willing and- ri 


that will lay hold an it. But when the - 


alſo to ſuffer for his ſake, . Phsl--1. 29. 


. that, ſeeing he was to part with the Son of» his 


were mmicedbeforgtiich pond 10N,. wi ie 7 
were remitted, Row. 3.. 25. But; as the Plalmift ® 
faith ; let them not turn a Fs to folly Pls. "- 


Yet the Crown of Life was to be attained by - © 
their willing and running : And {it isby.all = 


Nations-.cme t6 have no love to the truth,the MW 

God left them to-ftrong delufionsthat they might - 4 

be damned ,2T he. 2.10,11,12. And Oh ! that this-2+ 23 

may be a warning tous, ' that we:may- receive + 

the knowledge of the. truth. in the love. thereof, 

_ our Souls may be ſaved in 'the day of the 
or 


For we are not only to believein "bim,; but. þ 


For this was the determined counſel of God, 


love, to ſufferfor ſinners, that ſuch as would not 
in this time deny themſelves for him, ſhould in 
time to come ſuffer by him, Mar. 8. 34, 35,36, 
37, $8. L nke I Q.27. 

But we having loſt the ancient way of Scrip- 
ture ſpeaking, and the right apprehenſion of the 
Kingdom that 1s to come and miſtakingly taking 
all that was faid to the firſt Churches, and 
all that was ſaid as relating to I/rae} at the time 
of the Reſtitution of all things, as tho' they now 
belong'd to us z by reaſon of which weare in- 
volved in great and dangerous miſtakes, > 

OD 


Jearts'thanNation , ers andreas. 0, 
*\moting "the Knowledg e: of 'the rh. or 
lay hold” &f he tender ; df his Grace. Sh? : 
*as..none - need- fear, that If "they are note. * 
eaccepted. . For Chriſt ** 
ever will, , les wag ons | 


'©-6n his Word, for be\ 5s faithful hi bath 209. 
” 'myſed, and his faithfulneſs cannot” fail. And 
” the invitations and drawings "of God, are 
with the Cords 'of 'a'man, and with the bands 
of Love, Hoſea Ch. 11. ver.q. So asthe* will 
-3s teft, either | to chuſe ,* or refuſe "the ſame. 
And tho God may ſometitnes' go out of his 
uſual way of wotkitfg, and as it were, pluck 
®bragd out of Ye burnihg z yet that perſon 
0 Jonger ſecurely ſtands, han he willingly 
devotes himſelf to his Makers Service. But 
=, whenhe will have none of his Counſel, but 
 - deſpiſes his reproof, then will the Lord 
= laugh at the Calamity of ſuch, and mock 
© When their fear 'cometh , Pro. 1. 25, 26, 27. 
= Which: as a whirlwind will come' fuddenly, 
and now 15 very nigh at hand, 
” "But yet the door of mercy is open to all 
$3 oor will repent. and turn from: their evil 
*. , ſo as they fray eſcape the wrath to 
Yer. 18. 7, 8 


FINTIS. 


